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WØJH 

Announcements 

 

 

SARA On the Air 

HF Phone Roundtable  
Daily except Tuesday & 
Thursday @ 20:00 Local on 
1.903 MHz  +/- ~25 KHz 

Monday @ 09:00 Local on 
3.857 MHz +/- 

 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net 
Wednesday 21:00 Local on 
WØJH Repeater  

147.060 MHz +   
114.8 Hz  tone  
156.7 Hz output tone 

 

BPSK31/BPSK63 Digital Net 
 

Net to Resume  
October 12 

  

     Signals from SARA 

September 13 Meeting Program:   

McInerney’s Rules of Engagement  
 
Do’s and Don’ts for Ham Radio Operators 
Thinking About Heavy Iron 

Live in the country in the 1970’s?  If so, you 
could put up almost any antenna you wanted. 
 
Today things are different.  We still want towers 
and beams, but chances are we will need to go 
through some kind of permitting process be-
cause most of us live in cities, and those cities 
have rules about such things.   
 

Monthly Meeting  
Saturday 

13 September 2014 
Boutwells Landing  

Auditorium A 
 

Pre-meeting Breakfast &  
Coffee  -  7:30 at  

Joseph’s Restaurant   

Meeting - 9:00 am 

Program:  Brian, NØBM, 
tells us how to get 

clearance for that tower! 

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Kenny Handiham System 

 

September 
2014 

Continued on next page 

The main testing tower goes up at Butternut Electronics, 

circa 1977. (WAØTDA  Ektachrome) 

http://www.radioham.org/
http://www.boutwells.org/gpc.iml
http://www.josephsstillwater.com/
http://www.handiham.org/drupal2/
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Brian McInerney, NØBM, walks us through the process of following those 
rules in our first meeting of the 2014 autumn ham radio season as he  
addresses what we need to know to navigate from dreaming about that 
new tower to having the clearance from your local jurisdiction to actually 
put it up. Volunteer Counsel, your own role in the process, the homework 
you need to do, and overall strategy tips are all discussed.   
 

Join us at Boutwells Landing at 9:00  
Saturday 13 September. Everyone is welcome! 

BACK to School - Again!  

FREE General License Class Starts Thursday,  
September 18.  

SARA will once again conduct a fall General Class li-
censing course beginning in just a few weeks. Techni-
cian level hams looking to expand their HF operat-
ing capability are invited to join us for eight instructor-led 
sessions. The classes are designed to help attendees 
successfully pass the General exam. (Heck, it's also a 
great, easy way for any ham to brush-up on basic  
theory!!) 

Classes will be held Thursday evenings at the Stillwater Public Library from 6:00 to 
8:00 pm. Although we encourage attendees to come to all class sessions, a combina-
tion of class room and self-study has been successful for many. An ARRL sponsored 
VE testing session will be held November 13.  

Do you know anyone interested in upgrading to General?  

According to Bob Jensen (WØGAF), SARA’s Education and Training Director, “Our 
instructors are well-versed and enjoy teaching Amateur Radio. I've heard it said we 
can almost guarantee those who attend our sessions and read/study a bit on their 
own, will pass the exam! I guess we can’t make it much easier than that.” (Note: Any-
one interested in forming a study group for obtaining their Extra Class license should 
contact Bob or one of SARA’s officers.)  

If you have questions, call: Bob Jensen (WØGAF) at 612.802.2269 or Dave Glas 
(WØOXB) at 651.436.3334. 

We understand the St. Paul Radio Club also be teaching class. A Technician License 
Class will start September 30 and run for 8 sessions. 

If interested, contact Allan Klein (WØNLY) at 612.720.1324 or allankmn@cs.com. 

SPRC web site:  http://www.stpaulradioclub.org/ 

tel:612.802.2269
tel:651.436.3334
mailto:allankmn@cs.com
http://www.stpaulradioclub.org/
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President’s Letter – September 2014 

Summer is on the wane and there are already hints of fall, 

which means it’s time to re-engage SARA membership for 

another season of activity.  Summer was rather short this 

year.  Field Day was only a few months ago, since then 

members spent time at the cabin or on family vacations.  

Some of us got on the air, others considered modifications 

(perhaps fixing) their antenna setups.  I’ve even heard ru-

mors of a few new rigs upgrading our shacks.    

I hope everyone had a great summer and are excited to get 

back on the air, and coming to meetings or eyeballs to get 

further engaged in the hobby.  I’m looking forward to seeing 

everyone at this month’s meeting, September 13th -- 9:00am at Boutwells Landing.   

As with any club, it’s the efforts of volunteers that contribute to the success of the or-

ganization.  I wish to invite our members (you) to consider what you can do to chip-in.  

Assisting with club activities, presenting a program at a monthly meeting, writing an 

article for the newsletter, contributions to the website, become a club officer, volun-

teer to assist with stations / antenna setups, or even offer to field technical questions 

over the phone.  There are numerous ways to contribute. 

Specifics around this month’s program are still being put together. However, we will 

discuss recent activity around bill HR 4969: 

The "Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2014" - introduced into the 113th Congress.  This 

bipartisan effort would direct the FCC to extend the "reasonable accommodation" pro-

visions for Amateur Radio antennas to include all types of land-use regulation, includ-

ing deed restrictions and restrictive covenants. 

You can learn more by going here:  http://www.arrl.org/hr-4969 

Again, I’m looking forward to seeing you at the general meeting on the 13th.   

Don’t forget the pre-meeting-breakfast at Joseph’s Restaurant (7:30am) with other 

club members. 

73, 

Peter NØGRM 

SARA President - Stillwater Amateur Radio Association 



4 

 

OXB Counterpoise 
It’s September; the State Fair is over, kids are back in school, and 
SARA is starting up again. Hey, there will be better propagation on 
the Top Band! 
 
I’ve started putting things together for the club’s big special event, 
“Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald” at Split Rock Lighthouse.   
I can’t believe this is the tenth year we’ve been doing this event! 

We have a routine that seems to work well but last year we added a portable/digital 
station. For 2014, we plan to support more digital (even QRP!) operation at that sta-
tion. If you’ve attended before, you know how much fun it is. Don’t wait to let me 
know if you plan to go this year. If you’ve not participated on site; at least think about 
it. It looks like we’ll have to limit attendees to ~25 operators this year. 
 
The other day, Joe “The Big Cheese” (WØTBC) and I drove out to Radio City to do 
some looking and shopping. No, there was nothing we needed; we just wanted to do 
a few hours of Amateur Radio Bonding (ARB). With over 100 years of ham radio be-
tween the two of us, there’s very little gear that we need or want. Hey, it’s still fun to 
look and yak with other hams. 
 
I guess I did have a SARA motive in mind. I had a dozen printed handouts detailing 
our up-coming General License Class to drop off. But I remembered I had a gift cer-
tificate for RC (aka the “Candy Store”) so this was also a good chance to find some-
thing I could use. Joe was just happy to tag along. So we arrived at RC and started 
our yakking with co-owner/operator Maline. She prominently pinned the class poster 
on their bulletin board and put others on the counter. (IMHO: It’s a great symbiotic 
relationship when SARA can help produce new and upgraded hams then RC can 
properly equip them.) 

 
So I’m looking around RC and see this nice-looking handheld; the 
TDXOne TD-Q8A. Maline sez these little VHF/UHF dual band 
transceivers are very popular. At a price of only $59, it’s no won-
der they’re selling like hotcakes. Although I already have several 
dual band handhelds, I used my certificate for one plus the acces-
sory kit (extra battery, programming cable, carrying case).  
FWIW: A replacement battery my high-end, mil-spec HT costs 
more than the TD-Q8A! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on  next page 
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Now “on a roll,” I saw another thing I’d like. On the back shelf, I found a rig interface 
system made for non-USB equipped radios. The RIGtalk, by West Mountain Radio, 
has a USB cable for my computer and a CI-V cable for my older Icoms. With this slick 
rig, I can control all my Icoms (not needed for my IC-7200) via computer. Yes, a rig 
control program, like Ham Radio Deluxe, is needed on my computer. 
 
So I spent more than my gift certificate but am happy to support the local retailer. I 
know what some are thinking; I could have saved 10 - 15% and bought this stuff over 
the Internet. I, for one, am darn glad Radio City is just across town. If/when I have 
questions or issues with what I’ve purchased, I appreciate these local folks. I don’t 
have to wait on a phone to talk to someone who speaks poor English or worry about 
spending big bucks sending gear across the country. This is just my opinion but I’m 
happy to stick with it! 
 
73 es CUL, 
Dave (WØOXB) 
 

OXBism: Getting a good deal on something you purchase is not always as good a deal 
as you may think! 
 

Disclaimer 
The information contained in this column is subjective. It is for entertainment and educational purposes only and not warrantied for 
content, accuracy, or any other implied or explicit purpose; it may not apply to your situation. The author, publisher and distributor 
provide no warranty regarding the content or accuracy of this material. Neither the author nor publisher shall be liable for any 
stress, anxiety or misuse that may result. 
 
© 2014 WØOXB. All rights reserved. A single copy of this material may be reprinted for noncommercial, personal use only.  
“OXB,” “OXBism,” “OXB Special,” “Counterpoise” and the “Counterpoise” logo are trademarks of WØOXB.  
 

 

 
 
Member Assistance Program at Joe’s (KCØOIO) QTH 
 

After being in the air for almost ten years, Joe’s OXB Special
TM

 antenna came down in 
a wind storm. An able SARA volunteer crew sprang into action to get him back on 160 
thru 6m. Joe is presently looking for a way to sneak a 50’ tower into the yard while his 
XYL is at work. (Good luck on the tower Joe!!) 
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Where has the summer gone?   

 

If you’re like me, there’s still ‘stuff’ left on the list and probably not enough 

time left with acceptable weather to get it all done.  Oh well, there’s always 

next year, hi, hi.   

We had an enjoyable summer and managed to get a few things done.  I 

did climb up the tower and free the thrust bearing which was preventing 

the rotor from turning the antenna.  It was a quick ‘fix’ so I don’t know how 

much time I have until it freezes again.  The bearing is going to need re-

placement but that will involve a bucket truck, and much work.  That looks 

like it might be a project for next year.  The tower and antenna have been 

up since 1978 so you can say we got our money’s worth. 

As the Club starts up a new fall season, it’s always good to mention that 

volunteers are needed to help keep everything running smoothly.  Please 

consider offering to ‘lend a hand’.  No special skills are needed, e.g., just 

you and your willingness to help in whatever way you can.  Let President 

Howard or any Director know that you’re interested.  The eyeball meetings 

are held every Thursday night at the Stillwater library and start at 6:00 

p.m.  Come and join us for answers to your questions and maybe you can 

answer a few questions for us!  One thing is for sure:  There will never be 

a lack of opinions offered! 

Early in August, I took delivery of a new Kenwood TS-590S.  It’s been 

quite a learning curve but an interesting one.  My previous rig (for sale by 

the way) was a Kenwood TS-570D.  It has an excellent receiver but the 

new rig is even more sensitive.  It eliminates the need for an interface be-

tween the rig and the computer.  It has an RS232 serial port for standard 

use but also has a USB port which is used for two channels of audio.  I’m 

This ‘N That - September, 2014 

Keith Miller, AGØH 
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finding a plethora of information on the web from current users who have 

taken the time to fully document answers to questions that the normal user 

might have.  All in all, I’m really looking forward to operating the new rig. 

I’ve been active in working the ARRL Centennial stations and am on track 

to work all states on SSB.  I was also in the running to work all states with 

W1AW stations on CW but, unfortunately, was not credited with a CW con-

tact I made with Utah.  I won’t be able to work them again as they’ve al-

ready been on twice.  I will say I’ve have a blast in working the Centennial 

stations and that time on the air has also led me to check the DX Cluster 

and bag more DX!  Usually, I’ve worked the bands less in the summer as 

outside activities have taken precedence.  But, I’m finding myself in the 

shack more often, especially since I’ve been using the new rig.   

Fall is here and that means MORE time in the shack!  You’ll hear that, “DX 

hasn’t been good,” or ,”The bands have been dead,” and that may be true 

for some of the time.  But I’m finding out that some of the bands ARE 

STILL OPEN at various times of the day.  In addition, if the band appears 

‘dead’ and you think it should be open just call CQ a few times and you 

might just be rewarded with a great QSO and maybe DX! 

We’re looking forward to seeing you at the upcoming meeting this month.  

If you get a chance, also stop by early for breakfast at Joseph’s Restau-

rant (on Hwy 36) around 7:30 a.m. prior to the meeting. They have good 

food and there’s always a story or two to listen to.  Better yet, let’s hear 

yours! 

 

73, 

Keith Miller - AGØH 

 

PS:  See the back page for a deal  

on the TS-570! 
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"2014 Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald"  
Special Event (Split Rock Lighthouse) 
About twenty members of the SARA will be operating 
WØJH Special Event Station from Split Rock, Minnesota. 
SARA will commemorate the 39th anniversary of the  
sinking of the iron ore carrier the Edmund Fitzgerald.  
The Courage Kenney Handiham Program and Radio City 
are co-sponsoring the event and supplying equipment. 
 
Operating schedule (see Special Events listing on ARRL web site & Nov. QST): 
Saturday, Nov. 1 & Sunday, Nov. 2: 10:00 am – 6:00 pm (Central Time) 
3.860, 7.260, 14.260, 21.360 MHz +/- QRM 
(unpublished sked: 1.903 MHz ~5:00 – 5:30 pm) 
 
Interested in visiting SARA’s Special Event?!  
Stop by Split Rock Lighthouse State Park for an Eye Ball QSO and join in the fun. 
WØJH special event stations will be operating from the Split Rock Lighthouse State 
Park Trail Center (~20 miles northeast of Two Harbors on MN Highway 61). 
Info/Map:  http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/split_rock_lighthouse/index.html 
Entrance into Minnesota State Parks requires a valid permit for each vehicle. Daily 
($5) and year-round ($25) permits are available at the park entrance. 
 
According to SARA’s Activities & Events chair, Dave Glas (WØOXB), “This is the 
tenth year we’ve participated in this special event from the shores of Gitche Gumee. 
It’s been a whole decade of fun for our operators and for thousands of hams around 
the world. We really appreciate our friends in the Handiham program and Radio City 
helping us. Please make contact with us on the air or, if you can, swing by for an Eye 
Ball QSO. The coffee pot is always on!” More info will be posted on the SARA web 
site: www.radioham.org. 
 
W8F will operate the following week (Saturday, Nov. 8) from Dossin Great Lakes 
Museum, Belle Isle (Detroit), Michigan. That station is sponsored by the Livonia Am-
ateur Radio Club. It’s not known if stations previously operating from Whitefish Point 
Lighthouse, Michigan (N8F) and from Paradise, Michigan (K8F) will participate this 
year.  

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/split_rock_lighthouse/index.html
http://www.radioham.org
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Handiham Radio Camp 2014 
Pat Tice, WAØTDA 

 
I know that Radio Camp 2014 will hold some great memories for me.  From the very 
first day when several of us arrived early to set up antennas to the final take-down 
and hectic travel day, everything really went pretty well.  For those of you who have 
never experienced Radio Camp, it's a bit like a special event station, a really long 
Field Day, a public service exercise, a ham radio class, and one heck of a social 
event, all rolled into one jam-packed week.  Camp brings people with disabilities to-
gether for a week of ham radio fun and learning, but just because it's called "camp" it 
doesn't mean that we sleep in tents.  We have modern wheelchair-accessible cabins 
with laundry facilities, a kitchen and internet access. The stations have to be set up 
when we get there, but there was no problem doing that, thanks to our team of  
antenna putter-uppers. 

 
Phil, K9HI (L) and Dave, WØOXB 
set up the wire antennas. 
 
Dave Glas, WØOXB, is the designer 
of the "WØOXB Special" dipole fed 
with 450 Ohm ladder line and a  
current balun, the official antenna of 
Handiham Radio Camp 2014!  Dave 
is also the antenna launching expert, 
putting the golf ball attached to the 
fishing line he deploys from a casting 
rod with the help of a fancy slingshot 
exactly on its target.  In the photo, 

Dave is in the foreground. And Phil Temples,  K9HI, ARRL EMA Section Manager 
acts as assistant antenna rope wrangler. 
 
Bob Jensen, WØGAF, SARA Education 
Coordinator and expert antenna rope 
wrangler.  
 
Here Bob stands under a tree holding a 
spool of the mason line that we used to 
pull the wire antennas up into the trees.   
(You start by launching a light fishing line 
over a tall tree branch, then tie mason line 
to it, then tie the antenna rope to the ma-
son line to pull everything up into place 
with stronger line.) 
 
But there were more antenna plans afoot.  Years ago, Peter Widin, KCØENI, led the 
restoration of the tower and beam antenna system at Camp Courage as his Eagle 
Scout project.  The tower and beam have been in use at Radio Camp each year, but 
in recent years the rotation system had failed and the beam was 

Continued on next page 
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stuck pointing south. It was time for an upgrade to the rotor system, so we installed a 
new Yaesu rotor and replaced the entire run of rotor cable.   
 
Don Rice, NØBVE, led the tower team and got the new equipment in place and work-
ing.  

L-R:  Don's assistants in the rotor replacement project were Bill Jones, NØCIC, 
Lee Lorentz, WBØTRA, and Matt Arthur, KAØPQW (not pictured).  The work 
was necessary because the old rotor was frozen in place, leaving the triband 
HF beam antenna stuck pointing south.  Don did the tower climbing and Lee 
and Bill were the ground crew. (Photo courtesy NØBVE, on the tower.) 
 
Matt Arthur, KAØPQW, who was in charge of the HF station using the tower and 
beam, said that "it was great experience for the campers to work DX."  Most of the 
operators at camp do not have access to a directional, rotary HF antenna system at 
home.  Don, NØBVE, also donates and maintains the WØEQO-R repeater system 
located a short distance north of the HF tower.  
 
A big THANK YOU to all who helped at camp, including SARA VE Team members 
Shel and Mary Mann, NØDRX and NØDXH, Tom, AD6QT, and Dennis, KØCCR.  
 
(Bonus points to Shel & Mary from bringing the pick-em-up truck and agreeing to haul 
back some of the camp gear for us!)  ~ DE WAØTDA 
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ON THE WATERFALL 
By Joe Heitzinger KCØOIO  

(DMC #05351, EPC #19663,  
PODXS 070 #1601 & LONP #256) 

 

Greetings all! Welcome to “ON THE WATERFALL.”   

I was off the air for several months this spring/summer when winds 
snapped my multi-band center-fed Zepp antenna (aka OXB special). In 
late July, I was able to get a new OXB special back up with help from 
Dave WØOXB, Henry KØHAS and Steve KAØOBI. The new antenna is 
200-feet of wire strung out at an average 30+ above the ground. I’ve been 
getting great signal reports with this antenna and they can even hear me 
on the 160m ragchew when I check in with the rig set at only 30 watts! 
Thanks guys! 

On the digital modes front, the FLDIGI suite of programs continues to 
evolve. FLDIGI is now at release 3.21.83, FLRIG is 1.3.16, FLMSG is 
2.0.4, FLAMP is 2.1.02, and FLWRAP is 1.3.4. As I write this, I see that I 
am behind on keeping up-to-date on this suite! Ham Radio Deluxe Re-
lease 6.2.72 was released 9/5/2014. I need to update HRD as well. More 
to follow on FLDIGI and HRD updates as I give them a try. Those are the 
two digital mode packages I follow, I’m sure several of the others such as 
MixW have stayed up with current releases.  

SARA DIGI NET returns Sunday Oct 12th!                                         
The SARA Digital Modes Net on 80 meters is Sundays at 1900 hrs CST. 
Find us at 3582.150 with the “sweet spot” or center frequency around 
1000. Enabling RxID and TxID will make it easy to find us. The net oper-
ates in BPSK31 on the Sunday following the SARA monthly meeting. The 
rest of the month is we’ll usually run BPSK63, but NCS can and will 
change up, so you need to be on your toes. Several participants monitor 
the SARA repeater (147.060 +; 114.8 Hz TX tone) during the net for voice 
coordination should you have any questions or need some digital mode 
operating guidance. We’ve been getting increasing participation and have 
been getting several participants coming back to digital modes for the first 
time in years. You are all welcome to join us.   

Until next time, 73 and I hope to see you on the waterfall!  
 

de KCØOIO. SK  
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From the Shack 

a.k.a. “NØGRM’s Quasi-Relevant Diatribe” 

After months of preparation the time 

had finally arrived. The gear was all 

packed and repacked after several dry

-runs testing the water filter, stove, 

hammock tents and of course the ra-

dio gear. Friday had arrived, we packed the car and we began our journey 

early afternoon. Saturday morning we were scheduled to load out gear on 

the Voyager and spend the day traveling to, then around Isle Royale. 

The months prior were spent preparing both in body and gear.  The  

solar panel charger I designed late last year proved to be inadequate to 

handle charging the batteries I now intended to utilize while operating on 

the island.  I knew that if I could put over 13.5 volts into the KX3 I could 

push out twelve watts, and the only way to do that (at minimal weight) was 

to use one of the high current LiPo batteries from my electric model  

airplanes.  The challenge was that the wattage coming out of the solar 

panel could not supply the necessary power to charge one of these  

batteries as they are normally charged. 

The solution was to disassemble the battery into its four individual cells 

and design a circuit to charge the cells independently as well as combine 

them back together to harness the voltage and current necessary to meet 

my needs.  Fortunately, there are several devices available that are  

designed to both monitor and charge single cell LiPo batteries, while  

adhering to the strict charge profile.  It was time to get back to the drawing 

board. 

This second design would pull in different regulator circuits (capable of 

sourcing up to 3 amps), provide access to three voltage levels (5v – USB 

power, 12v – Anker batteries and 13.5v – KX3)  Also included was a  

section to charge the LiPo cells independently and another section to put 

them back together for use on the air.  Components were to be as much 

surface mount as possible and circuit board to be manufactured by  

PcExpress – See Brian’s (WØFL) article last fall. 

Continued on next page 
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The design incorporated multiple switches to allow limiting the number 

cells to be charged depending on the intensity of the sun (time of day or 

overcast) Two additional switches, one to route the solar panel directly to 

the input of KX3 regulator (circuit on board) and the other to route the  

output of the KX3 regulator to both the 12v and 5v circuits. 

  

Total weight carried during the trip exceeded what would be recommend 

by an outfitter, but I was determined and had trained for several months 

prior to the trip with what I estimated to be the final load.  Trisha and I 

hiked the Minong ridge trail, over 47 miles with me hauling a 40 pound 

pack and 28 pounds of radio gear.  Weight wasn’t a problem as it was 

evenly distributed between my back and front.  Setting up and working  

CW in the evening was worth the effort and very rewarding. 

I made numerous contacts.  From the club I chatted with Mike (KØKJS), 

Stan (AEØSL) and Brian (WØFL).  The Buddypole tuned up just fine in 

both horizontal and vertical setups.  I brought along a small antenna  

analyzer (smaller than a deck of cards) which is essential in setting up the 

antenna.  Brian and I tried some SSB, but QRN and QSB made it all but 

impossible.  Brian could hear me but not fully understand what I was  

saying.  We went back to CW. 

  
Continued on next page 
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One advantage of preparing ham gear for the trip is that now I have a  

grab-n-go package to bring along on weekends at the cabin or canoeing in 

the wilderness.  Right now I’m sitting on the patio of a friend’s cabin in 

northern Wisconsin.  I set up the antenna and worked a dozen or so CW 

contacts, all while fielding questions about learning code, what are they 

saying and do they speak English.  Heard those questions before?   

Everyone thinks it’s a cool hobby; most have not had the opportunity to 

witness it in action.  I don’t expect any of this gang to be getting their  

licenses – but next time they are over to the house I know they will ask me 

to fire up my rig.  Good enough for me. 

Continued on next page 
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Join us on Facebook! 
Dan, ADØDV, has set up a Facebook page for the Stillwater Amateur Radio  
Association!  All you have to do is log into Facebook, search within FB for 
“Stillwater Amateur Radio Association”, and “Like” the page.  
 

 

Here are a few more photos of the trip: 

  

 
 

73, Peter – NØGRM 
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Field Day 2014 
 
Can you believe Field Day was almost 3 months ago? 
We made a few more contacts last year but did fairly well 
considering the poor WX conditions we had on Saturday.   
 
We ended up with 734 points and 750 bonus points for a 
combined total of 1,484 points. Thanks to the volunteers 
who pitched in to make this another successful event! 
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SARA to Support ADA Walk to Stop Diabetes 

SARA will again provide radio support to the American Diabetes 

Association Step Out: Walk to Stop Diabetes in Stillwater Satur-

day October 4th. The Walk starts and ends at Pioneer Park in 

Stillwater. We will provide course updates for Walk staff  

throughout the morning with radio operators posted along the 

route. The event begins with participant check-in at 8:00 AM and 

is usually completed before 12:00PM.  

The Step Out Walk is a great way for new hams to learn  

operating on a controlled net for public service events. This year, 

I will partner new to public service operators with an experienced 

operator to learn and practice radio operations at a public  

service event. We will place radio operators at the start/finish  

area as Net Control, two rest stops; (#1 On McKusick Road 

across from Oak Glen Golf Course and #2 at Ramsey Park at 

Myrtle and Grove Sts) and intersections at Laurel/McKusick and 

Owens, Neal and Eagle Ridge, and Myrtle/75th and Eagle Ridge. 

If possible, we’ll have a mobile Rover to patrol the route. We’ll 

meet at Pioneer Park at 7:45AM for a briefing and deploy from 

there. Although the walk is scheduled to start at 9:00AM, walkers 

often depart ahead of the official start, meaning we could have 

walkers on the course shortly after 8:00AM.  

To sign-up to participate, contact Joe, KCØOIO at: 
kc0oio@radioham.org  
 

 

mailto:kc0oio@radioham.org
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Continued ---> 

VE Team Report 

Our most recent VE activity was a team of 

SARA members NØDXH, AD6QT, WAØTDA, 

KØCCR, and NØDRX at Handiham Radio 

Camp on August 22nd, which was supported 

by NØBFJ, WA5YNE, KN9HI, KNØS, 

WBØTRA and WA8WFH, who were all ARRL 

Volunteer Examiners. We were stretched a bit 

thin as most of our examinees needed auxiliary support primarily 

in the form of someone to read their exam, and we were further 

supported by people on site who read exams for some of our  

Stuck somewhere without a rig? 

Consider using the Handiham Remote Base Internet  

stations.  If you want to listen you can do so via Echo-

link, making it easy to monitor the 160 meter roundtable, 

the PICONET on 3.925 MHz, or the Hurricane Watch 

Net on 14.3 MHz from a PC or any device capable of 

running Echolink.  Yes, that means your iPhone or An-

droid smartphone.  A wireless signal or 3G/4G will be 

plenty good enough.  Type into the Echolink text box to 

change the mode and frequency.   

You can transmit if you use the free W4MQ software, but 

for that you’ll need a PC.  Read about it and download 

the software at handiham.org/remotebase.   Once you 

get it installed, test WØZSW with your existing GUEST 

account, which allows for receive only.  Does it work? 

Great! Then contact Pat Tice at wa0tda@arrl.net for  

credentials.  The WØZSW and WØEQO stations are 

available for SARA and Handiham use. Each station  

supports up to five Echolink users at a time. One control 

op at a time has transmit capability through the W4MQ 

software, and Echolink listeners cannot control the frequency during a W4MQ  

session.    http://handiham.org/remotebase  
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examinees.  

We had 10 examinees from the Handiham Radio Camp plus 

1 walk-in and had 5 succeed in attaining either a new  

license, or an upgrade. KDØBPG earned a new Tech, 

KC3DKD made the jump from no prior license, to General. 

KDØWQQ upgraded from Tech to General, and KDØADS 

and KEØBHB both upgraded from General to Extra Class!   

Our next SARA sponsored VE session will be on November 

13th to coincide with the conclusion of the upcoming  

classes for General Class.  

73,  

Shel NØDRX  

 

 

 Thursday Evenings: Eyeball QSO Parties 

 September 13: SARA Monthly Meeting 

 September 18: First General License Class Session 

 October 11:  SARA Monthly Meeting 

 November 1 & 2: “Remembering the Edmund     

Fitzgerald” Split Rock Lighthouse Special Event 

 November 8:  SARA Monthly Meeting 

 November 13: VE Testing Session 

 December 13:  SARA Monthly Meeting 



20 

SARA Needs YOU! 
 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have  fun! 

FOR  SALE 

 

 

TS 570D Transceiver 

HF all mode – Works great! 

Comes with microphone, manual, and digital interface  

cable - In original box. 

$600. 

Contact AGØH               651-777-0109 


