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Announcements 

 

 

SARA On the Air 

HF Phone Roundtable  
Daily except Tuesday & 
Thursday @ 20:00 Local on 
1.903 MHz  +/- ~25 KHz 

Monday @ 09:00 Local on 
3.857 MHz +/- 
 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net 
Wednesday 21:00 Local on 
WØJH Repeater  

147.060 MHz +   
114.8 Hz  tone  
156.7 Hz output tone 
 

BPSK31/BPSK63 Digital Net 
Sunday @ 1900 Local on 
3582.150 MHz (center  
frequency = 1,000) Monitor 
SARA Repeater for help. 

  

     Signals from SARA 

Saturday, November 8 Program:  

Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald  

Special Event Station  

 

The 2014 edition of the Remembering the Edmund 

Fitzgerald at Split Rock Lighthouse special event 

was the 10th consecutive year of SARA  

participation. Thank You to Handihams and Radio 

City for sponsoring our event. Publicity and loan of 

equipment from both are greatly appreciated. We 

plan to do this event again next year, which will be 

the 40th Anniversary of the sinking of the Edmund  

Monthly Meeting  
Saturday 

8 November 2014 
Boutwells Landing  

Auditorium A 
 

Pre-meeting Breakfast &  
Coffee  -  7:30 at  

Joseph’s Restaurant   
 

Meeting - 9:00 am 

Program:  Slide show and 
review of  last week’s  
special event station. 

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Kenny Handiham System 

 

November 
2014 

Continued on next page 

WØJH 2014 Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald Crew 

http://www.radioham.org/
http://www.boutwells.org/gpc.iml
http://www.josephsstillwater.com/
http://www.handiham.org/drupal2/
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Fitzgerald and reservation for the operating site has been made for Oct. 30 – 

Nov. 1, 2015.  

 

We do not have firm contact figures for this year yet, but by 5pm on Nov. 2nd 

when I got home, we had already received requests for 250 confirmation  

certificates. I plan to have more complete info for next month’s newsletter.   

 

Dave WØOXB, will be working to upgrade the certificate with pictures from this 

year’s event and will get that to us as soon as he can. I will begin working with 

the certificate requests and log files and will be getting confirmed contacts to 

Bob WØGAF, who will be sending out the completed pdf confirmations. Our 

system worked great last year, and Bob has refined the process even further, so 

we anticipate an even smoother process this year. 

 

73, 

Shel NØDRX  

 

P.S.  As a side note to Shel’s article, I have asked those who took photos at Split 

Rock to send me copies.  I’ll upload them to our Flicker site and post the link to 

that site on www.radiolham.org.  I’ll also put out a broadcast to all of our  

members with that link.   

73,  

Keith Miller AGØH 
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Continued on next page 

 

Photo Gallery: Split Rock 2014 
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With travel and the demands of work there has been little time for me to get on the air or touch

base  with club members at the Thursday  night eye ball.  I wasn’t even able to attend this      

year’s Split Rock event.  However, I did manage to get on Saturday to hear Keith work a pile 

up and I did make contact on Sunday with Dave.  

Turning on the rig last weekend reminded me of getting on during the depths of winter, late at 

night to work CW usually stateside.  My ‘Ham’ season is just around the corner.  The point I’m 

attempting to make is our hobby allows us to drift in and out throughout our lives; or even 

throughout the year.  Winter’s my active time on the air. 

That being said, I encourage those of you who have not powered up your gear for awhile to do 

so.  SARA offers our members (and others) multiple opportunities to get on the air:  nightly 

160 QSO round robins, two meter check-ins on Wednesday evening and a Digital Net on Sun-

day.  Just turn on the receiver to hear what’s going on is fun and entertaining. 

Since we’re on the down ward slope of our current sun cycle, we are faced with the potential  

of multiple years of quiet bands ahead of us.  Not to say there’s a sense of urgency, but 

now is the time to enjoy the bands.  

As of last weekend, I’ve cleared off my radio desk and dusted off the gear.  The antenna is still 

up (I did  have to put it back up after my last business trip,heavy winds) and the SWR is where

 I  left it.  All I need now is the snow and cold for some long winter night QSOs.  

This month’s program will be photos and stories of this year’s Split Rock event.  I’m looking       

forward to it.    

Don’t forget the pre-meeting breakfast at Joseph’s Restaurant (7:30 a.m.) with other club 

members. 

73,   

Peter - NØGRM  

SARA President ‐ Stillwater Amateur Radio Association  

 

 

President’s Letter – November 2014 



7 

 

        

      THIS  ‘N  THAT  -  November, 2014 

 

 

Well, Halloween is over, the warm weather is about to leave us and, ---the flakes are about to fly.  I 

hope you’ve had a chance to get your antennas in shape for the winter.   

We just returned from the Split Rock Special Event and all who participated had a good time.  As a 

matter of fact, we will be revisiting the event as our program this Saturday at the general meeting.  We 

originally were going to see a presentation on the Queen Mary but the presenter had a more pressing 

engagement and obviously had to cancel. 

As this year winds down, I hope you have had the pleasure of trying to work the ARRL Centennial 

contest.  The contest was simple:  Two states every week are on the bands calling CQ with the 

W1AW call and their area suffix.  So, for an example, Minnesota had several operators calling CQ 

with the call ‘W1AW/0’.  The stations call for contacts both on the SSB and CW bands.  My hope was 

to work both the SSB and CW stations every week and thereby work all of the states on both CW and 

SSB by the end of the year.   

Along the way, I also was exposed to more air time searching for the stations and as an added bonus 

was able to work quite a few DX stations.  All of my contacts were logged in my ACLog software and 

were uploaded to Log Book of the World.  I was able to work all of the states on SSB but I missed 

contacting Idaho during the first part of the year.  I thought I had made a CW contact during their  

second run but it was never verified by the operator so I missed that one.  That’s okay as I’m happy 

with the results and my CW skills have improved quite a bit thanks to the many operators who made 

the contest possible.  Thanks AGAIN to the Centennial station operators! 

As we head into winter, I hope to hear you on the bands.  SARA has several opportunities for you to 

try:  SARA operates a 2 meter net every Wednesday evening starting at 9 p.m. on the club’s 2 meter 

repeater.  The frequency is 147.06 MHz. with a sub-audible tone of 114.8 Hz.  We also get on the HF 

bands at 8 p.m. every night with the exception of Thursday nights.  The frequency of the net is 1.903 

MHz.  SARA also operates a Digital Net on Sunday nights starting at 7 p.m.  The frequency of  

operation is 3582.150 Hz with the “sweet spot” or center frequency around 1000. 

If you decide you would like to log some DX and have a computer next to your equipment, log into the 

DX Summit Cluster (http://www.dxsummit.fi).  This is a site that allows operators from around the 

world to list the stations they have just worked along with the frequency that the contact was made.  

What a resource!  

I would be happy to help any member who has questions regarding operating modes or setting up 

equipment.  I certainly don’t know all of the answers but I would be happy to work with you to find a 

solution. 

I hope everyone has a Happy Thanksgiving and I’ll look forward to seeing you at this Saturday’s    

general meeting. 

73, 

Keith Miller AGØH 
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Turning the Bencher CW paddle on its head 

Patrick Tice, WAØTDA 

What do you do when the  
wiring to your CW paddle 
needs to be replaced?   

I wasn't really satisfied with the too-
short length of the wiring between 
my Morse code key and the radio, 
but I'd been putting up with this mi-
nor annoyance for quite a 
while.  Then when I decided to push 
the IC-7200 transceiver back a bit in 
the desktop, I noticed that the radio 
wanted to send a constant stream 
of dits.  Obviously the 1/4 inch 

phone plug in the back of the radio was shorted.  It turned out that I had to cut it off and re-
place it because the way it had been installed in the first place made it impossible to reuse.  

It was finally a good time to rewire the Bencher! 

Now, if you have ever worked on a Bencher paddle before, you know that the cables' three 
leads are soldered to three lugs on the bottom of the heavy base.  The lugs are affixed by 
three separate bolts.  You might be tempted to remove the bolts and just replace the lugs 
with new ones onto which you have soldered the new leads.  Or you might think it's best to 
remove the existing lugs, desolder the old wire, and then resolder each new lead. Either way, 
you will soon find out that those three bolts do double duty:  they hold the solder lugs, but 
they also hold three metal posts that form part of the key's mechanism on the top.  If you 
remove them, things fall apart, so you can't get the lugs off without partially disassembling 
the paddle.  

That seemed like too much work for me, so I decided to desolder the old wiring and replace 
it with the lugs in place.  There are plastic insulators on the two ungrounded posts so that 
they can carry the dots and dashes.  The third lug is grounded and has no plastic feed 
through insulator.  I've done a lot of soldering over the years and I'm wary of working too 
close to plastic parts that might melt, but the thin, long solder lugs looked like they would 
not transfer enough heat to the plastic to damage it as long as I was careful to work out at 
the tip of each lug - and to do so quickly!  

The choice of tools is important.  These lugs would heat up easily, so I chose a small soldering 
pencil and some thin solder.  I also have a desoldering bulb, which is just a small rubber suc-
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tion device with a heat-resistant plastic tip.  The procedure is to apply the tip of the fully-
heated soldering pencil to the lug, melting the solder so the you can suck it up into the 
desoldering bulb.  I hold the soldering pencil in my left hand and the bulb in my right.  When 
the solder is melted, you squeeze the bulb, place the tip into the pool of molten metal and let 
the bulb suck the solder up.  You would be surprised how nicely this works.  I have another 
solder sucker that works using a metal tube and a plunger that is spring loaded to suck the 
solder up very rapidly when the spring is released.  You can also use a braided copper "wick" 
to allow the molten solder to wick away by capillary action from the joint to the copper wick-
ing material, which you then throw away.  This latter method usually requires more heat, so I 
chose the bulb method instead.  Resoldering the new wire is easier since all you do is connect 
the three wires to the three respective posts: ground wire to ground post and left and right 
paddle wires to the other two posts, depending on how you want the key wired for dots and 
dashes.  

Anyway, to get the point of this story, all of this work on the bottom base of the Bencher re-
quires you to support the heavy metal base, keeping its weight off the delicate keying mecha-
nism up top.  The solution is to rest the key upside down on four rolls of vinyl electrical 
tape.  I've been a ham a long time, so there were several rolls on my workbench.  Stack them 
two high on either side, leaving room for the mechanism and you can rest the Bencher upside 
down on these rolls of tape, which provide a surprisingly stable way to work on the wiring! 

Image: It turns out that four strategically-placed rolls of electrical tape will do the job when 
stacked two on a side to hold up the base.  

The paddle mechanism is safe from stress, suspended above the workbench and allowing me 
to desolder the old wiring without damaging anything. I work atop a carpet sample which pro-
vides additional cushioning if anything should slip, plus it also keeps dropped parts from 
bouncing or rolling away on the hard surface of the workbench. 
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Image:  Three ways to remove solder.  Left to right are the solder suction bulb, the braid-
ed copper wick, and the pneumatic spring-loaded solder sucker.   

 
Image:  The Bencher paddle is back in place next to the IC-7200. 

It looks good on the operating desk, but I’m still missing my old straight key! 

DE WAØTDA 

PS:  A big THANKS to Keith, AGØH, for co-editing this issue of Signals! 
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On the Waterfall 

By Joe Heitzinger KCØOIO  

(DMC #05351, EPC #19663,  

PODXS 070 #1601 & LONP #256) 

Greetings all! Welcome to “ON THE WATERFALL.”   

The “Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald” Special Event Station 2014 is in the logbooks. We have 

been making an effort to expanded our digital modes coverage during this event the past few years. 

This year, we again deployed the Digital Station in Campsite 3 at the Split Rock State Park 

Campgrounds. Bob Jensen WØGAF and myself popped up the shelter, put up a ~130-ft end-fed 

wire antenna, hauled in the heavy batteries, and powered up the inverter to get the station on the air 

Friday afternoon. First contact: a KP4 station out of Santa Isabel Puerto Rico on 10 meters.  

The operation was not without problems. We had noise on the waterfall from the inverters, we tried 

three different units, and moved the inverter as far away from the shelter as the extension cord we 

had would allow... all without much luck. An ICE filter on 20-meters helped, but more often than not, 

we’d cycle the inverter on and off to clear the waterfall for weaker signals. An issue with RF getting 

into the computer and locking up the waterfall on FLDIGI drove us crazy until I coiled the USB cable 

from my SignaLink to the computer and that cured the problem. 

All in all, we had a great time, learned a whole bunch, and got a few folks set up to run FLDIGI as 

well.  

SARA DIGI NET has returned!   

The SARA Digital Modes Net on 80 meters is Sundays at 1900 hours CST. Find us at 3582.150 with 

the “sweet spot” or center frequency around 1000. Enabling RxID and TxID will make it easy to find 

us. The net operates in BPSK31 on the Sunday following the SARA monthly meeting. The rest of 

the month we’ll usually run BPSK63, but NCS can and will change up, so you need to be on your 

toes. Several participants monitor the SARA repeater at 147.060 + 114.8 tone in during the net for 

voice coordination should you have any questions or need some digital mode operating guidance. 

We’ve been getting increasing participation and have been getting several participants coming back 

to digital modes for the first time in years. You are all welcome to join us.  

Until next time, 73 and I hope to see you on the waterfall! de KCØOIO. SK  
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Membership Update 
We are rapidly approaching the beginning of our new fiscal year and 
closing the books with 70 Regular Members and 22 Associate &  
Family Members for a total membership of 92 for 2014. Remember 
the election of officers is in January, and you must be a current  
Regular Member to be eligible to vote. 

Thank you to the following 31 whom have submitted dues for 2015 as well 
as 6 whom have paid dues for 2016:  

2015 Regular Members:  AD6QT, AGØH, KAØOBI, KC9GEJ, KCØOIO, 
KDØEJJ, KDØJTG, KDØOTB, KDØPKY, KDØVKB, KØGCP, KØGW, KØ-
HAS, KØKJS, N5JLZ, N9EZC, NØDRX, NØGRM, NØODK, NØUHR, 
W9LHG, WAØTDA, WBØMOA, WØDIK, WØOXB, WØTBC, WØWTP  

2015 Associate & Family Members:  KB9WTB, KDØHTN, NØDXH, 
W7HQQ  

2016 Regular Members:  KDØEJJ, KDØOTB, W9LHG, WØDIK   

2016 Associate & Family Members:  KB9WTB, KDØHTN 

 

Regular Membership is $20 per person per year and Associate and Family 
Membership is $10 per person per year. The membership application form 
was recently revised and is available on the www.radioham.org website. 
Checks should be made out to SARA and can be given in person to the 
Treasurer, or mailed to:  
 

John Zuercher  

935 Ferndale St. N, #209  

Maplewood, MN 55119  

 

John will also gladly accept cash but only if handed to him personally. Do 
not mail cash! Let me know if you have any questions regarding member-
ship status as well as any updates in your contact information or license 
changes.  

 

73,  

Shel NØDRX  trustee@radioham.org   
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VE Team Report 

We will conduct a VE Session on Thursday,  

November 13. The session is posted on the ARRL website.  

General Class License Manuals for Sale 

As a result of the cancellation of our last series of radio classes, we have available 2 

ARRL General Class License manuals, that are offered for sale at a discounted price 

of $12 each to any current SARA member. These are sealed, unused 7th Edition 

ISBN:978-0-87259-811-9 and includes the CD-ROM software. Keep in mind that the 

General Class question pool changes on July 1, 2015; but this book 

would be great for someone planning to take their exam prior to that 

date.  These are available for $12 each to club members on a 1st 

come basis, so contact me directly if you want one.   

 

73, Shel NØDRX  Trustee@radioham.org  

Stuck somewhere without a rig? 

Consider using the Handiham Remote Base Internet  

stations.  If you want to listen you can do so via Echo-

link, making it easy to monitor the 160 meter roundtable, 

the PICONET on 3.925 MHz, or the Hurricane Watch 

Net on 14.3 MHz from a PC or any device capable of 

running Echolink.  Yes, that means your iPhone or  

Android smartphone.  A wireless signal or 3G/4G will be 

plenty good enough.  Type into the Echolink text box to 

change the mode and frequency.   

You can transmit if you use the free W4MQ software, but 

for that you’ll need a PC.  Read about it and download 

the software at handiham.org/remotebase.   Once you 

get it installed, test WØZSW with your existing GUEST 

account, which allows for receive only.  Does it work? 

Great! Then contact Pat Tice at wa0tda@arrl.net for  

credentials.  The WØZSW and WØEQO stations are 

available for SARA and Handiham use. Each station  

supports up to five Echolink users at a time. One control 

op at a time has transmit capability through the W4MQ 

software, and Echolink listeners cannot control the frequency during a W4MQ  

session.    http://handiham.org/remotebase  
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SARA Needs YOU! 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have  fun! 

www.radioham.org  

HAPPYHAPPYHAPPY   

THANKSGIVING!THANKSGIVING!THANKSGIVING!   


