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WØJH 

Announcements 

 

 

SARA On the Air 

HF Phone Roundtables  
Daily except Tuesday & 
Thursday @ 20:00 Local: 
1.966 MHz  +/- QRM 

Monday @ 08:30 Local:   
3.856 MHz +/- QRM 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net 
Wednesday @ 21:00 Local: 
WØJH Repeater          

147.060
+
 MHz (Positive offset)  

114.8 Hz  TX tone (required) 
156.7 Hz  Receive tone 

 
BPSK31/BPSK63 Digital Net 
Sunday @ 19:00 Local: 
3581.15 MHz USB     
(500 - 1,000 Hz)  
Monitor SARA Repeater       
for assistance 

  

     Signals from SARA 

Program: Amateur Radio Trivia!  
 
Join us for a round of Ham Radio trivia at the 
regular monthly meeting.  Joe, KCØOIO, will do 
the honors at Boutwells Landing.  The trivia  
program follows the usual monthly business 
meeting, our last of 2015. 
 

Token of Appreciation 
 
As we have done for the 
past few years, SARA  
recently donated four  
poinsettia plants to 
Boutwells Landing to be 
used as part of their  
seasonal decorations for 
enjoyment of their staff 
and residents. Boutwells 
Landing has  
accommodated SARA 
Monthly meetings for  
several years and they are 
very much appreciated. 
 
Shel NØDRX 

Monthly Meeting  
December 12 2015 
Boutwells Landing  

Auditorium A (Gables Wing) 
 

Meeting: 09:00 

Program: Play Amateur  
Radio Trivia! 

Pre-meeting: ~07:30  
Breakfast & Coffee  

NEW LOCATION: Perkins, 
2050 Frontage Rd W B,  

Stillwater, MN 

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Kenny Handiham System 

 

December 
2015 

http://www.radioham.org/
http://www.boutwells.org/gpc.iml
http://www.handiham.org/drupal2/
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VE Report 

To coincide with the recent conclusion of the free classes offered by 

SARA, a VE Team consisting of NØUHR, NØDXH, AD6QT, KCØOIO, 

WØGAF and NØDRX, was held on November 12th. A total of 7 exam ele-

ments were administered to 5 examinees, with 4 of the examinees earning 

either an upgrade or new license.  

Congratulations to Frank KDØSVO and Ryk KDØZWM, on their new Gen-

eral Class licenses. Congratulations also to Doug KEØGOM and Carl 

KEØGON, on their new Technician Class licenses. The new licenses were 

issued on November 18th.  

73, 

Shel NØDRX 

 

 

2016 Membership Dues are Due! 

 
SARA Membership runs on a calendar basis from January 1 through December 31.  

Dues are $20 for Regular Membership and $10 for Associate Membership.  

Please send dues to SARA Treasurer: John Zuercher (N5JLZ), 935 Ferndale St. N., 

#209, Maplewood, MN 55119.  

 

Thank you to all who have submitted 2016 dues already.  Please continue to send any 

changes in contact info or license status to Shel Mann (NØDRX):  

trustee@radioham.org. Shel maintains SARA records, including the roster. 

SARA Needs YOU! 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have  fun! 

www.radioham.org  
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SARA Membership 
 
With the beginning of a new year rapidly approaching we are about to close our books 
on 2015 and look forward to 2016. If you have not already submitted 2016 dues, 
NOW is the time to do so. SARA Membership runs from Jan. 1 through Dec. 31, and 
nothing is gained by paying part way into the coming year. 

 

We are ending 2015 with 67 Regular and 14 Associate/Family Members for a total of 
81 members. As of December 5 when I am writing this, I show a total of 51 members 
for 2016 and 7 whom have prepaid for 2017. If your call is not listed below, you do 
not show up on the roster as a member beyond December 31, 2015. 

 

Regular Members for 2016:  AD6QT, ADØCK, AEØSL, AGØH, KAØOBI, KBØJER, 
KCØOIO, KC9GEJ, KDØDEO, KDØEJJ, KDØIPI, KDØJTG, KDØOTB, KDØPKY, 
KDØVKB, KDØWGH, KEØAIF, KEØCPC, KIØB, KØGCP, KØGW, KØHAS, KØNHI, 
KØSON, KSØJ, N5JLZ, NØDRX, NØDXH, NØGRM, NØMR, NØODK, NØUHR, 
VE3MXJ, VE3XT, W9LHG, WAØKKE, WAØTDA, WB9OKQ, WB9RUK, WBØMOA, 
WBØPOQ, WØDIK, WØELC, WØGAF, WØOXB, WØTBC, & WØWTP 

Associate Members for 2016:  KB9WTB, KDØHTN, KEØN, & Mayor Rudy 

 

Thank you to all of the above, whom have submitted 2016 SARA dues in a timely man-
ner. Also a special thank you to AGØH, KCØOIO, KDØJTG, KEØAIF, KSØJ, NØUHR 
and WB9OKQ all of whom have also prepaid Regular Membership for 2017. 

 

Annual dues remain unchanged from last year and are $20 for Regular and $10 per 
person for Associate or Family Membership. The only difference in the membership 
classes is: Regular Members have voting privileges as well as are eligible to hold a 
SARA office, while Associate/Family Members do not have those privileges.  

 

Checks for dues should be made out to SARA and sent to the Treasurer, John 
Zuercher N5JLZ, 935 Ferndale St N, #209, Maplewood, MN 55119. Do not mail 
cash, but checks or cash may be given in person to John. 

 

Please let me know directly by phone, or the below email address of any possible    
errors in your membership status, as well as any changes in your license, address, 
phone, or email. 

 

73, 

Shel NØDRX 

Trustee@radioham.org 
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From the Shack 

Notes from the President 

Greetings from my shack  
de Joe KCØOIO 
 
As 2015 comes to a close, much is 

happening in SARA! First, it is time to 

nominate the slate of officers for 2016. The elected officers are President, 

Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and one Director (2-year term) and 

all are open for nominations.  Peter Howard NØGRM is mid-term of his    

2-year term as Director. I look forward to the opportunity to continue to 

serve as your President.  

Second, the 2016 Ice Station WØJH Special Event Feb 13-15 is well 

along in planning. The location looks to be on Lake Elmo this year, with 

Dave KEØAIF offering to host the operation along the shoreline across 

from his QTH. Watch for further details on this event as planning  

proceeds. Dave WØOXB, Bob WØGAF, Dave KEØAIF and myself are 

leading the efforts this year. 

Now on to the big news! As many of you know, Pat Tice WAØTDA is  

retiring from Courage Kenny Rehabilitation - Allina Health this month. Pat 

has been the Handiham Program Manager for more the 25 years and he 

will be missed by the Handiham program. As a result of Pat’s retirement, 

the Handiham Program is evolving and reshaping for the future. One of 

the programs that Handihams operated, the Equipment Loan Program, 

has become untenable in recent years for a number of reasons. The  

decision was made to end the Equipment Loan Program and cease  

accepting equipment donations associated with the program. That left the 

question of what to do with the equipment on hand or in storage. Pat  

approached the SARA Board in October with a request that SARA  

consider taking on the process of liquidating equipment and developing 

the next generation project that will continue the mission of providing  

accessible operating  opportunities for Handiham members. The Board 

accepted the challenge. 
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 A Memorandum of Understanding between SARA and Courage Kenny 

Handiham System has been written and executed that transfers the  

amateur radio equipment of the now defunct Equipment Loan Program to 

SARA. This will allow SARA to establish the Handiham Equipment Liaison 

Project (HELP). This project is charged with maintaining the equipment at 

the Handiham Remote Bases WØEQO at Camp Wilderness near Park 

Rapids, and WØZSW in the east metro. Additionally, top quality equipment 

for special events and accessible operations such as Field Day and Radio 

Camps are to be maintained and managed by the Project. This would  

include the radios and equipment SARA has been using for many of our 

special events and Field Day. An assessment of all equipment currently in 

storage will be conducted, and much of it will be offered for sale in the 

coming months. Some of the gear is usable now, some may need some 

TLC, and some may need some good attention. Anything deemed  

unusable will be disposed of properly. Proceeds from the sale of any of the 

gear will support HELP. Our first priority is assessment of the gear and 

then we’ll need to look at storage alternatives as we move through the 

process of downsizing the cache of gear we now have.  

The Handiham Equipment Liaison Project is a major undertaking that will 

require the assistance and dedication of many SARA members to bring 

the Project down to the manageable size we need to make the Project 

sustainable. Please consider joining in as the assessment process gets 

rolling in the coming weeks. I would like to see us out of the storage unit in 

Woodbury by this spring.    

Our December General Meeting is Saturday December 12 at 9:00 AM at 

Boutwells Landing, Auditorium A. The program this month is an Amateur 

Radio Trivia Contest. The pre-meeting Breakfast has moved to a new        

location at Perkins Restaurant; 2050 W. Frontage Rd. (Hwy 36 & Wash-

ington) in Stillwater at 7:30 AM. I hope to see you there!  

73 es CUL  

de Joe KCØOIO  
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Ice Station WØJH Special Event  
on Frozen Lake Elmo (Feb. 13-15)  
 

Event co-chairs Bob (WØGAF) and 
Dave (WØOXB) are coordinating the 
logistics including, but not limited to, 
organizing shelter, power, food/drink, 
erecting antennas, hooking-up radio 
equipment and scheduling operators. 
We’ll be setting up and operating from 
a portable ice fishing, tent-type shelter 
with a portable heater. The shelter will 
be located on the east side of the 
lake. A multi-band HF antenna (center
-fed Zepp; surprise, surprise!) will be 
supported by trees on the shore. The 
shelter and all gear will be taken down 
and stowed each evening following operation. The QTH of Dave (KEØAIF) begins at 
the shore, and continues on the other side of Lake Elmo Ave. N. He is offering free 
parking to the first three dozen cars. Dave also is hosting the very important critiquing/
networking sessions and is planning QRO-type bonfire after-hours gatherings.  
 
Unfortunately this event is not for everyone. There is no public access to this portion of 
the lake; our station will not be handicap-accessible (terrain to the lake is very steep). 
Mobile/portable station operation is permitted and encouraged from the parking area. 
 
Dates / Times / Schedule:   
February 13, 14, 15, 2016 (Presidents' Day weekend) 

Saturday, 2/13: 10:00 am Setup, Operating until ~4:00 pm 
Sunday, 2/14: 10:00 am – ~4:00 pm 
Monday, 2/15: 10:00 am – ~4:00 pm (~4:00 – 5:00 Dismantling) 
Frequencies: 3.860, 7.260, 14.260, 21.360, 28.360 MHz 

     ::  Tune +/– 20 KHz if QRM 
     ::  SSB mode; digital operation may be used by those interested 
 
QSL certificates will be available when requested via email address:   
IceStationW0JH2016@radioham.org 
 
Event announcement is already posted on the ARRL 
web site (Special Events) and will be published in 
the February issue of QST. 
 
If this sounds like your kinda fun – don’t wait; contact 
Bob or Dave and reserve your spot!  

 
Visitors are certainly welcome to attend but for liability insurance reasons, all  
scheduled participants must be 2016 SARA members. 
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QSL Funnies 
 
Having recently reviewed confirmation 
requests received for about 280  
contacts from the recent Remembering 
the Edmund Fitzgerald at Split Rock 
Lighthouse event I want to share some 
of the things I encountered. 
  
I am amazed with every event that we 
have run, at the number of people who 
do not understand UTC time and date. 
UTC is actually the international  
abbreviation for Coordinated Universal Time. Zulu and GMT (Greenwich 
Mean Time) for our purposes can be considered to be the same, but UTC 
became the official term in 1967 and GMT became a time zone rather than 
a specific time line standard.  
 
Regardless of what the rest of the world does with their local time, such as 
changing for daylight savings time, UTC remains unchanged. For those of 
us here in the US central time zone, we need to add 6 hours to our local 
standard time expressed in 24 hour format to get the UTC time. When our 
local time has switched to daylight savings time, as our local time is al-
ready 1 hour ahead of normal, we then just add 5 hours to get to UTC. 
UTC time is the standard throughout the world and does not change. I 
have seen many people who think that UTC is just their local time  
expressed in 24 hour format and they fail to make the conversion from 
their time zone to get UTC time.  
 
Keep in mind that once getting the correct UTC time may change your 
date. For example, if you contact a station when your local date and time 
were 11/29/2015 at 7:55pm. When you express your local time in 24hr  
format, it becomes 19:55 and you then have to add 6hrs and arrive at 
25:55 UTC. As there are still only 24 hours in a day, this bumps your UTC 
day forward and your contact would then be correctly documented as  
being on 11/30/2015 at 01:55 UTC. 
 
Were we still back in the stone age before we were using computer  
logging, some of our contacts would likely not have been found due to all 
the odd time variables.  
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Some of the other funnies encountered were: a 15m contact that was 
claiming to have been on 15.285MHz, a contact made on 10/31, another 
claimed to be on 11/14, a contact made on 29m, a contact on 20m that 
gave a 577 report and claimed to be on USB FM.  
 
Apparently a considerable number of hams do not understand what an 
RST report is.  
 

  R = Readability (from 1 to 5)  

  S = Strength (from 1 to 9)  

  T = Tone (from 1 to 9)  
 
While I would expect a tone report for a CW or PSK report, there is no 
tone report for SSB, yet it was amazing how many people gave a tone   
report for SSB contacts.  
 
Shel NØDRX 
 
 

SARA Mugs Going Like & With Hotcakes! 

At the bargain basement price of $3.00, we’ve already sold quite a few.  

It’s FB-looking in your shack and in other 

parts of your QTH. (Yes, it can be used 

with drinks other than coffee.) 

Pick up a few for yourself, friends and 

relatives!   

Finish your Christmas shopping early?!  

We’ll have them ready to purchase at the 

Saturday meeting! 
 

Supply is limited - first come, first served; 

no rainchecks!  
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Crooner Connection 
Randy Olson KDØVKB 
 
Not sure if it’s a reverence for proven technology, or a soft spot in my 
heart for well-made vintage equipment, but in many ways I feel I’ve be-
come an orphanage for classic machinery.  I get as much enjoyment out 
of restoring the stuff and trying to make it work better than new – as I do 
in using it.  The scope of this obsession is quite broad -  German Opel 
cars (two from the ‘50s), a Studebaker pickup that I still use to haul things 
on a regular basis, a camel-back drill press (think old blacksmith shop), 
various plain or ornate kerosene lamps and a cadre of 5-tube AM radios. 
 
I’ve been interested in radio ever since fourth grade when I found a tat-
tered copy of The Boy Electrician in my grade school library.  Perhaps 
this even then outdated text is what spurred part of my obsession with 
classic technology – whatever that catalyst – the consistent element has 
been with restoring and using the tried and true. 
 
So it goes when I finally got my ticket three years ago that I’d eventually 
gravitate towards the classics.  First priorities were getting set up with      
2 meters.  This was accomplished with a great little modern rig.  Then I 
followed with a current production model; but barely second hand, HF  
radio.  This thing is great!  Its digital frequency display can read down to 
the third decimal point and tunes seamlessly form 160 through 10 meters.  
But that’s just it!  Because of the rig’s computer aided brain it’s a black 
box with two small knobs, one large knob, and a set of push buttons quite 
like a phone pad.  To me at least; this doesn’t bespeak of the classic 
“ham radio” look. 
 
Not sure of what I was perusing – could have been some equipment 
posts on e-Ham or a reference made in an old Mel Tappan firearms  
article – whatever the source; I began to notice the Yaesu model FT-101 
popping up again and again.  I Googled this unidentified piece of equip-
ment and was immediately impressed.  This is what a Ham Radio should 
look like!  A full sized metal chassis with actual control knobs – and lots of 
‘em! 
   
Needless to say I started bookmarking FT-101s on eBay so that I could 
determine a fair market price.  After I was confident of the range of prices 
and conditions I placed a few bids – but usually was shot out by a last 
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second high bidder.  Too high for my budget at least! 
 
I began to notice that the 101s that didn’t claim to be re-capped and 
aligned; but simply listed as works; or worst yet, untested – went for con-
siderably less.  I figured these were a safe bet for me since I’m comforta-
ble working with their large printed circuit boards and tube finals.  I man-
aged to get two of these – one I was able to get working easily and the 
other for parts.  And that could very well be the end of this story. 
 
I continued to keep my eBay marker active for “FT-101” and it would give 
new options every other day or so.  This was more of an amusement now 
than a necessity.  However, one post in late June caught my attention.  
Not so much the radio itself – but the alleged prominence of the rig. 
 
The radio’s initial description relegated it to the many other plain old 101B 
series from the early ‘70s.  Nothing particularly notable yet; it was even 
described as, “Fair to good condition with some wear around the power 
and heater controls”.  That wear is normal in my opinion – and would 
keep the looks like it just came out of the box fanatics from driving up the 
price.  But here’s what caught my attention – the description concluded 
with the notation that it, “Was purchased by me and my father from the 
BING CROSBY home in Spokane, WA in the late ‘70s.”  Now in my opin-
ion that’s an orphan that needs my attention!  I placed a bid and darned if 
I didn’t win it – and for what I considered the lower end of the medium 
market price. 
  
The rig arrived at my Minnesota home safely from its West Coast sojourn.  
I fired it up with a few feet of speaker wire as an antenna and verified that 
it received before posting my five-star rating to the seller.  Then it sat on 
my workbench relegated to a next winter restoration project.  An August 
afternoon too hot to work outside, my tool box, and a little patience – and 
I’d replaced the two large filter caps in the power supply.  Hot water, 
Dawn dish washing soap and an old toothbrush made the knobs look like 
new.  And as for that wear around the switches - I just figure that gives 
the rig some character and bespeaks of its history.  
             
That’s when the history thing began to intrigue me.  I’d copied the original 
eBay ad, so I had the reference which potentially connected this rig to the 
classic crooner.  Now I’d set out in an attempt to verify that lineage. 
 
An e-mail back to the seller through eBay received a quick response.  It 
turns out that KE7NUB from the Spokane area was 10 years old when he 
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and his Dad bought the 101B from Bing Crosby's nephew.  He was guess-
ing that must have been in the mid ‘70s.  So – this part of the story rang 
true and gave me another lead - Bing Crosby's nephew.  Now the question 
arose – could I locate him the get the remaining part of this story.   
 
I must be a glutton for punishment!  Well it stands to say – I drive a 60 
year old truck and have gotten two relatively obscure German cars back 
on the road – I figured I was up to the challenge.  Just how hard could it 
be to track someone down who sold a radio 40 years ago! 
 
I had two things in my favor.  The original owner was a ham at one time so 
there may be some record of him through databases and he had a very 
famous uncle.  I’d use these clues to close in on the rig’s lineage. 
 
This didn’t take too long – and darned if I hadn’t located a Crosby in the 
Spokane area that was indeed a currently licensed ham operator.  Thank 
you QRZ database!  This fellow was actually a nephew of Bing and his  
father was a ham too.  This was all too good to be true – the pieces never 
fall into place this quickly.  I read on in his profile to find that he too had 
been a ham in the ‘70s and had gotten back into the action a few years 
ago.   Only one thing missing from this pristine lead – a contact e-mail!    
 
I tried several methods to obtain a listing for an electronic contact – but no 
luck.  I remained taunted by the photo of this operator’s grinning face as 
he posed in front of his current shack.  I almost felt that the photo could 
talk to me and say, “Yes – that was my first rig!”  But alas, the photo  
remained remarkably silent as I pondered my next step. 
 
Dah!  As a student of, and appreciator for, history this should have been 
obvious.  I did have his snail-mail address.  I could write him an old  
fashioned US Postal delivered letter and inquire if this indeed was his for-
mer radio.  I cheated a bit on this nostalgic form of communications – I 
used a modern computer and Spell Check to write the letter.  However, I 
did offer a nod to old technology and hand addressed the envelope. 
 
Monday morning on the way to work I dropped the envelope into the mail-
box and hoped it would find a proper propagation path to its addressee.    
It was a busy week and the letter was relegated to a far recess of my 
mind.  Friday morning I flipped the e-mail icon on my phone to check what 
great offers I had for things I never want to buy.  In amongst these ubiqui-
tous ads there it was – my reply from Ed Crosby.  Hey – this was Friday, I 
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should be happy on the way to work – I was elated!   
 
What I found out was that yes, indeed the story is true.  As W7UJ related 
his side of this mystery through, “My dad helped me purchase it [the FT-
101B] new in 1972 shortly before he passed away.  I delivered a lot of 
newspapers to help pay for that $602 in 1972.  I sold it in about 1976. 
Everything is correct except it was not Bing's house it was my dad's 
(Bing's brother).  Nice to see it is still on the air!”  
 
That little eBay ad was the start of quite a journey.  I’d tracked down the 
original owner and verified the history of a rig purchased over 40 years 
ago.  For perspective, that little radio had cost the equivalent of $3,427 in 
today’s dollars!  Its now October and I feel I’ve taken this story full cycle.  
Often I can only speculate on the lineage of the orphan items I rehabili-
tate.  The person whom I bought the radio from reported that, “It has some 
of the best audio that I have ever listened to. I get asked all the time if I 
have an amp on.”  The radio still has its original Toshiba final tubes.  I 
want to get a better HF antenna up before I try to load these things into a 
transmit mode.  Boy – I hope I sound like Bing on this thing!  
     

 

Restored FT-101B – “B” is for Bing – sits on my workbench alongside a 
matching FRG-7 that does not have such a well-documented history.  
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Up-coming SARA Meetings & Events 
 
 

 December 12: SARA Monthly Meeting - Boutwells Landing    
 January 9: SARA Monthly Meeting - Boutwells Landing                                                       

2016 


