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WØJH 

Announcements 

 

 

SARA On the Air 

HF Phone Roundtables  
Daily except Tuesday & 
Thursday @ 20:00 Local: 
1.966 MHz  +/- QRM 

Monday @ 09:00 Local:   
3.856 MHz +/- QRM 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net 
Wednesday @ 21:00 Local: 
WØJH Repeater          

147.060
+
 MHz (Positive offset)  

114.8 Hz  TX tone (required) 
156.7 Hz  Receive tone 
 
BPSK31/BPSK63 Digital Net 
Sunday @ 19:00 Local: 
3581.15 MHz USB     
(500 - 1,000 Hz)  
Monitor SARA Repeater       
for assistance 

  

     Signals from SARA 

Where's Porky? 
  
That is the $1000  
question that has been 
circulating amongst 
many long time  
members of SARA for 
the past year after the 
famous Flying Ham 
failed to make his an-
nual appearance at the 
SARA White Elephant 
Exchange Party 
(formerly known as a 
Christmas party) last 
year. Hopefully the little 
porker was not turned 
into bacon, or suffered some sort of wardrobe 
malfunction, that has caused him to go into hid-
ing. Would be a shame if batteries had been left 
in the little guy and corroded his little innards. 
 
The SARA tradition of the Flying Ham is almost 
as well known, but history not quite as well  
documented, as the famous WØOXB Release to 
Listen Award. As you are digging in your closets 
for an item to bring for the SWEEP at the  
January 9th monthly meeting, keep your eyes 
out for the little guy that Greg KØGW is holding 

Monthly Meeting  
January 9 2016 

Boutwells Landing  
Auditorium A (Gables Wing) 

 

Meeting: 09:00 

Program: S.W.E.E.P. 

Pre-meeting: ~07:30  
Breakfast & Coffee  

NEW LOCATION: Perkins, 
2050 Frontage Rd W B,  

Stillwater, MN 

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Kenny Handiham System 

 

January 
2016 

Greg, KØGW, poses with the 

Flying Pig in this undated photo, 

courtesy Shel, NØDRX. 

http://www.radioham.org/
http://www.boutwells.org/gpc.iml
http://www.handiham.org/drupal2/


2 

in this picture from the December 2003 party. This may have been the  
introductory party for the Flying Ham, but I am not 100% sure. Perhaps 
Greg, or Mike WAØKKE know for sure.  
 
Shel NØDRX 

Election January 9th  

The annual SARA election will be at the meeting on January 9th, 

with all four of the officer and 1 director positions being up for 

election. The four officer terms are for one year and the director 

position is a two year term. The 2nd director position currently 

held by Peter Howard NØGRM, is not up for election until next 

year. All of the current incumbents have agreed to serve another 

term if the membership choses and have encouraged additional 

candidates at each of the past two monthly meetings. Only  

current 2016 members have voting privileges, or are permitted to 

hold office. Additional candidates will be solicited at the January 

meeting prior to the election as well. 

 

The current list of candidates is: 

President:  Joe Heitzinger KCØOIO 

Vice-President:  Keith Miller AGØH 

Secretary:  Steve Bonine KAØOBI 

Treasurer:  John Zuercher N5JLZ 

Director:  Bob Jensen WØGAF 
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From the Shack 

Notes from the President 

Greetings from my shack  
de Joe KCØOIO 
 

 

Happy New Year! 

I want to thank everyone for your support of your SARA officers and  

participation in SARA activities during 2015. I would like to thank the rest 

of the officers; Vice President Keith AGØH, Secretary Steve KAØOBI, 

Treasurer John N5JLZ, Director Bob WØGAF, Director Peter NØGRM and 

Trustee Shel NØDRX for their dedication and contributions to the success 

of SARA in 2015. I’d also like to thank Dave WØOXB for all the work he 

has done to ensure the success of our special events, MAP, and  

numerous other tasks behind the scenes. They all have made job easier 

this past year. I look forward to another great year in 2016! 

The Handiham Equipment Liaison Project is underway. This will be a  

major project for SARA for the coming months. A crew of nine began the 

process of sorting and assessing equipment from the former Handiham 

Equipment Program recently. A number of HF rigs, mobile single and dual 

band rigs, and several handhelds are being assessed for function and  

disposition. The variety of rigs that are being checked is quite interesting. 

Yaesu, Kenwood, and Icom are well represented. There is also some  

Ten-Tec gear in the selection. Most of the donated gear is not current pro-

duction or no longer produced.  There is also some Heathkit gear; a Drake 

TR3; and two Collins S-Line stations including one with some interesting 

history that is being confirmed. Once assessment is complete, SARA 

members get the first look at the gear we decide to liquidate. More details 

will be provided at the January meeting. There will be plenty of chances 

for you to get involved as we reduce the cache of gear in storage in the 

coming weeks. 

One of the challenges faced by any club is finding and scheduling  

relevant and informative meeting programs. In the past year we’ve had 
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programs on SDR, MESH Networks, APRS, and DXing to name a few. 

We have some good programs scheduled for the first part of 2016.  

February will feature a program on SSTV and Digital SSTV from Keith 

AGØH and Mike WAØKKE. March will be Sights and Sounds of Digital 

Modes by yours truly. We have Dan WDØGUP lined up to do a program 

on Foxhunting in April, followed up with a Foxhunt two weeks later. And a 

program on Summits on the Air (SOTA) is a possibility for May. We are  

always on the lookout for interesting programs; anyone is welcome to 

make a program presentation to the club. Contact a SARA officer for  

further information.  

Our January General Meeting and Election of Officers is Saturday  
January 9th at 9:00 AM at Boutwells Landing, Auditorium A. The program 
this month is the S.W.E.E.P. The pre-meeting Breakfast has settled at our 
new location at Perkins Restaurant 2050 W Frontage Rd (Hwy 36 & 
Washington) in Stillwater at 7:30 AM. I hope to see you there!  
 
73 es CUL, 
de KCØOIO  
 

 

Joe Simonet (WØTBC) Recovering at BL 
 
Joe (aka The Big Cheese), our long-time friend and SARA member, re-
cently moved into the assisted care section of Boutwells Landing. This fol-
lowed an accident in which Joe slipped and fell. 
 
Having just turned 92, Joe has been having balance issues but is slowing 
navigating the halls of Boutwells Landing with the aid of a walker. 
As an area icon and of one of SARA's Founding Fathers; Joe could use 
some cheering up. Call him via the Boutwells Landing General Num-
ber: 651-275-5000 and ask for Joe. He’s in The Commons, room 206 
and is happy to see visitors. Be sure to call before you stop by, he’s often 
out of his room. 
 
Cards can be sent to: Boutwells Landing, 5610 Norwich Parkway 
(Joe Simonet #206), Oak Park Heights, MN 55082. 
 
Please keep Joe in your thoughts and prayers; and wish him the very best 
for a speedy recovery. 
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HELP Up and Running 

 

The Handiham Equipment Liaison Project (HELP) got off to a running start 
on December 30. A team consisting of Pat WAØTDA, Joe KCØOIO, Keith 
AGØH, Henry KØHAS, Shel NØDRX, Greg KØGW, Mike NØODK, Dave 
WØOXB and Bruce KØSON, began the task of going through items in 
storage. While considerable progress was made extracting items to  
transfer from the cold storage unit to a warm environment for evaluation, 
this will be an ongoing project for the near future. Come to the January 
monthly meeting to learn more about the process. 

 

Shel NØDRX 

 

2016 Memberships Now Accepted 
 
SARA Membership runs on a calendar basis from January 1 through December 31.  

Dues are $20 for Regular Membership and $10 for Associate Membership.  

Please send dues to SARA Treasurer: John Zuercher (N5JLZ), 935 Ferndale St. N., 

#209, Maplewood, MN 55119.  

 

Thank you to all who have submitted 2016 dues already.  Please continue to send any 

changes in contact info or license status to Shel Mann (NØDRX):  

trustee@radioham.org. Shel maintains SARA records, including the roster. 
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SARA White Elephant Exchange Party 
(Saturday, January 9)  
You won’t want to miss the always popular SWEEP! 
 
Immediately following the Election of Officers, we'll hold the ever-popular,   
always fun White Elephant gift exchange.  
If you need a reason to participate, consider these benefits:  
1. Clean your shack of something(s) you no longer need or want!  
2. Go home with something more useful/desirable than you started with!  
3. FUN and SURPRISES during the event are guaranteed!  
 
Details & Rules:  

Each participant brings at least one wrapped “White Elephant” gift.  
This could be something you have laying around your Ham Shack that you 
don’t use or no longer need. If you don’t have a “White Elephant” you're willing 
to part with, then buy something with a maximum value of ~$10. (Maybe take a 
trip to Ax-man Surplus is appropriate?!)  

Numbers are put into a hat, equal to the number of gifts brought by members.  
Each participant draws a number from the hat. (Those who bring more than one gift can draw as 

many numbers as the gifts they bring.)  
The person with number “1” goes first.  
The first person chooses one of the wrapped gifts and opens it.  
The gift is described; as best as possible.  
The person with number “2” is next and has a choice. This person can select either the unwrapped gift 

from the first person or – can choose to open one of the wrapped gifts.  
If anyone has the gift they selected and unwrapped taken away from them (chosen by a subsequent 

participant), they can choose an unwrapped gift that someone else has (except the one taken from 
them) or choose one of the wrapped gifts.  

A person cannot choose back a gift from the person who just took it from that person in that round.     
It is allowable to choose that gift back again in a later round.  

The “round” continues until each person who had a gift – has a gift; exchanged or opened.  
The person holding the next, sequential number begins the next round.  
The exchange continues until all participants have one gift and all gifts are opened.  

 
Notes:  

Don’t spend a lot of time/energy on wrapping. Heck, you can use a paper or plastic grocery bag – or 
even a garbage bag for large, odd shaped items.  

We encourage you to look thru your shack for an item you no longer want or need.  
(As a last resort, you can always let your spouse/XYL select a gift from your shack collection!)  
 
 

Gear For Sale - Like New Condition  
 

:: HF Transceiver: Icom IC-718 $450 (sold individually) 
(160-10m,100W, DSP noise reduction, mic & manual; $600 new) 
 

:: Manual Antenna Tuner: MFJ-986 (160-10m, 3KW, Differential T, roller inductor; 
$389 new)  
 

:: Power Supply: Astron RS-20A (12VDC, 20A analog power supply; $106 new) 
 
 

All 3 for $600 (will consider selling units separately) 
 
 

Contact: Dan (KC9GEJ); danandnolaw@gmail.com or 651.335.1023 



7 

 

Ice Station WØJH Special Event  
on Frozen Lake Elmo (Feb. 13-15)  
 

Event co-chairs Bob (WØGAF) and 
Dave (WØOXB) are coordinating the 
logistics including, but not limited to, 
organizing shelter, power, food/drink, 
erecting antennas, hooking-up radio 
equipment and scheduling operators. 
We’ll be setting up and operating from 
a portable ice fishing, tent-type shelter 
with a portable heater. The shelter will 
be located on the east side of the lake.  
A multi-band HF antenna (center-fed 
Zepp; surprise!) will be supported by 
trees on the shore. The shelter and all 
gear will be taken down and stowed 
each evening following operation. The QTH of Dave (KEØAIF) begins at the shore, 
and continues on the other side of Lake Elmo Ave. N. He is offering free parking to the 
first three dozen cars. Dave also is hosting the very important critiquing/networking 
sessions and is planning QRO-type bonfire after-hours gatherings.  
 
Unfortunately this event is not for everyone. There is no public access to this portion of 
the lake; our station will not be handicap-accessible (terrain to the lake is very steep). 
Mobile/portable station operation is permitted and encouraged from the parking area 
at AIF Dave’s QTH. 
 
Dates / Times / Schedule:   
February 13, 14, 15, 2016 (Presidents' Day weekend) 

Saturday, 2/13: 10:00 am Setup, Operating until ~4:00 pm 
Sunday, 2/14: 10:00 am – ~4:00 pm 
Monday, 2/15: 10:00 am – ~4:00 pm (~4:00 – 5:00 Dismantling) 
Frequencies: 3.860, 7.260, 14.260, 21.360, 28.360 MHz 

     ::  Tune +/– 20 KHz if QRM 
     ::  SSB mode; digital operation may be used by those interested 
 
QSL certificates will be available when requested via email address:   
IceStationW0JH2016@radioham.org 
 
Event announcement is already posted on the ARRL web site (Special Events) and 
will be published in the February issue of QST. 
 
If this sounds like your kinda fun – don’t wait; contact Bob or Dave and reserve 
your spot!  

 
Visitors are certainly welcome to attend but for liability insurance reasons, all  
scheduled participants must be 2016 SARA members. 
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DX MAP Work? 
 
On Dave’s (WØOXB) fall trip to the Pacific Northwest, he was able to 
swing by West Seattle and visit with SARA member Ken (W7HQQ). As it 
turned out, Ken had a string of Christmas lights that operate from a solar 
collector/battery. This QRP system was a bit foreign to Ken - so Dave 
jumped at a chance to disassemble the unit. Fortunately, everything went 
back together fine and operated after only a few minutes of battery charg-
ing using some photons from the table lamp and flashlight.  
(FWIW: With the extra rainy conditions in the Seattle area, Ken may need 
more table lamps and flashlights to keep his light system going!) 
 
      No sunlight, no problem. 
                                          (We don’t need no stinkin sun!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following a successful project, 
Dave and Ken (shown left to 
right) hit one of Ken’s favorite 
Chinese joints. 

SARA Needs YOU! 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have  fun! 

www.radioham.org  
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Skywarn Class Saturday, February 27 
 

As in the past, SARA is sponsoring one of the earliest Skywarn classes in 
the Twin Cities. Scheduled Feb. 27 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm (with lunch 
break), class will be at the Stillwater Public Library (224 Third Street North). 
  
If you've attended in previous years, you know the library’s Margaret Rivers 
Room is an excellent location to watch the informative photos and videos 
that will be presented to illustrate weather phenomena.  
 
If you haven't taken Skywarn training recently, remember you must  
re-certify every two years in order to remain current. Never been to a  

Skywarn class?! You really owe it to yourself to attend – even if you don't plan to be an active 
spotter. The information in Skywarn training is valuable and can be lifesaving! 
 
Although Skywarn severe weather net reporting requires an Amateur Radio license, the class 
is open to the public and is accredited for members of the police and other public safety  
departments. Anyone with serious interest in weather who takes this class, quickly learns the 
important role ham radio plays in Skywarn. It’s no coincident; we start free Technician License 
classes the following week. 
 
Help drum-up business for ham radio and SARA by promoting the Skywarn and Technician 
classes to your colleagues at work and in other non-ham organizations.    
 
 

Technician License Classes 
Starting Thursday, March 3 
 
Technician License classes will be held at the Stillwater Public Library (224 Third Street 
North).  There are eight Thursday classes plus a final exam session.  Class time is 6:00 to 
8:00 pm.  The VE session location will be announced.  
 
Here's a perfect time to get SOMEONE started in Amateur Radio. We can almost guarantee 
there may never be an easier, better opportunity for virtually anyone to earn their license!  
 
According to Education and Training Coordinator Bob (WØGAF), “Over the six or seven years, 
about 80 students have attended the SARA Technician License classes. Many of these stu-
dents have gone on to become General and Extra Class hams. We could not have achieved 
this success without the commitment of the SARA members who volunteer their time as  
instructors and mentors. Thanks to all of you.”  
 
Bob continued, “For those who might be interested in teaching in one of our licensing classes 
please don’t be shy. We’re always looking for new instructors, and we promise to break you in 
easy. It’s a great way to share your knowledge and to pay it forward to the ham community.”  
 
As you know, this is a great hobby - pass the word! 
 
If you have questions, or would like to find out more about teaching ham classes, call Bob 
(WØGAF): 612.802.2269  
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Decorah, Iowa 
Thanksgiving Weekend 
 
The Friday after Thanksgiving my friends 

and I headed out on our annual Black  

Friday camping trip.  In the past we 

would make camp at Beaver Creek state 

park, but last year they were closed for 

the winter due to budget cuts which 

forced us to find a new location.  Google 

maps directed us to Hutcheon Family 

Farm a few miles north of Decorah Iowa.  

We made that our destination again this 

year.   As a group we like to take hikes in 

the woods, walk the streets of town and 

frequent coffee shops and pubs for  

dinner. 

 

Preparing for Camping QRP 

 

In preparation for our long weekend, I spent the weeks prior trying and re-

trying several Buddipole configurations.  I ended up using a welded base 

for a Hustler antenna to interface between the mast and antenna base.  

Not standard Buddipole equipment – but worked nicely for this trip. 

The entire antenna is configured using a single coil (no taps), 7.5’ of the 

9’ whip and two 20’(ish) radials.  The radials were attached two feet off 

the ground to two driveway reflector rods.  I shrink wrapped Velcro to the 

top of each rod to make it easy to attach the radial wire and to keep it 

from slipping to the ground.  It turned out to be a very nice setup.  

Inside the tent I setup a small table for my KX3, Samsung Note 4 phone, 

batteries, log book and various other items I would pull out of the back-

pack.  Testing the SWR was accomplished through the use of a portable 

iP30z antenna analyzer - purchased through Buddipole.  Tuning the an-

tenna was done by my making adjustments and calling out to Joe to  
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report readings from within the tent.  I pulled the SWR down to 1.4 and Z 

of 48 ohms, centered on 7.050mhz.  Perfect!  It kept that reading through-

out the three-day weekend.  I worked mostly CW and a some digital on 

40 meters. 

 

My two tent mates have put up with my Hamming for years now so they 

pretty much know the routine.  I still get teased a bit – being “plugged-in” 

and clicking away over in the corner.   This year I was able to pull up and 

show the QRZ page of those contacted.  Sharing images and short  

descriptions was a big hit.      

 

I did manage to get into the SARA Sunday night digital queue, but then 

failed to get copied by those participating. Thanks for letting me try guys.  

I had attempted to tune up a 40 meter vertical for the 80 meter net, I was 

actually surprised I could be seen at all.  My digital setup included the 

PSKdroid app running on my phone, which was then interfaced to the 

KX3 through a Wolphi-Link.  Truly a plug-n-play.  The digital setup turned 

out to be a successful experiment.  Now I’ll be able to run digital PSK 

modes camping next summer.  The December issue of CQ magazine did 

a nice write-up on the Android app and Wolphi-Link. 

 

Buddipole Facebook 

 

When I got home I made a point to post several photos onto the  

Buddipole Facebook group page.  This prompted multiple comments, 

questions and “likes.”  All positive.  The majority of the questions were 

around the solar charging setup, regulator and 

what batteries I used.  I posted several replies 

with additional photos, and a short write-up with 

antidotes and some technical tidbits around 

powering my QRP station. 
 

I use two compact lithium batteries.  Both 

source over 2 amps at 12 volts.  Operating 

QRP, I’ve run over four hours before noticing an 
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appreciable drop in power, per battery.  Both batteries have built in  

individual cell monitoring circuits for charging.  I’m only required to source 

a constant 13.5vdc to charge them.  Included in the photos are the Anker 

Astro Pro and XTPower.  I'm not sure you can still get the same Anker  

battery.  However I did purchase the XTPower a few months back off of 

Amazon. I've had no problems with either battery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
I built a simple circuit to charge both batteries, one at a time, off of a solar 
panel.  See the photo of my home brew regulator along with its schematic.  
For solar power I’m using the CTSolar 20.8W Folding Backpack model.  I 
can typically charge a battery in four hours of full sunlight.  As a side note, 
(also in full sunlight) I’m able run KX3 or KX1 at 3+ watts continuous  
directly off the solar panel.  The panel is a bit heavy for backpacking – 
bringing it canoeing or car camping has not been a problem.   
 

       
 

It’s great to pop on the air throughout our outing.  Unfortunately for me, it 

was the same weekend as the CQ world-wide QSO contest.  Working 

around the traffic, I was able to pull in a few dozen QSOs – not bad for 

working a solar charged setup. 

 
Thanks for your questions - Peter N0GRM 
QRZ.com/db/N0GRM 
 
 

http://qrz.com/db/N0GRM
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Retirement Party 

Handihams is hosting an Open House Retirement Party to recognize the 
recent retirement of Pat Tice WAØTDA. The party will be at Courage 
Kenny Rehabilitation Institute - St. Croix (1460 Curve Crest Blvd.) in 
Stillwater on January 29 from 2-4pm.  

Nancy Meydell is the Handiham Secretary, and asked me to spread the 
word. I sent an email notice to the  SARA member list as well as a couple 
of club officers of SEMARC and the St. Paul Radio Club requesting that 
they also inform their members. Most of us are well aware of the dedicat-
ed service Pat put in with the Handiham program and this is an opportuni-
ty to get together and let him know his  
efforts were appreciated. 

As Nancy was working as a committee of 1 (herself) on this party and has 
no idea how many people may attend, I am requesting that if you think 
you may attend, that you let me know so I can pass along possible  
attendance numbers to her to aid with her cake & beverage planning. I am 
also looking for volunteers to help with any of the following 3 segments of 
the party: set-up, during, or clean-up after the party. While NØDXH and I 
will be part of that crew, I thank KCØOIO, WBØMOA and W9LHG for 
promptly offering to assist. More helping hands would be appreciated, as 
multiple hands will lighten the work so everyone can enjoy the party.   

Let me know preferably sooner than later, at either of the below emails: 

1: If you are likely going to attend. 

2: If you would be willing to assist with any of the following: set-up, during, 
clean-up. 

 

The accompanying picture is of Pat receiving 
the ARRL President's Award in October 2015 
from ARRL President Kay Craigie, N3KN.  

Hope to see you at Courage Kenny  
Rehabilitation Institute - St. Croix on January 
29! 

73,  

Shel, NØDRX 

n0drx@hotmail.com 

trustee@radioham.org  

mailto:n0drx@hotmail.com
mailto:trustee@radioham.org
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SARA Membership 
December 31 brought to a close the SARA financial and membership year and if your 
call is not in the below list, you were removed from the current membership ros-
ter. You must be a current member by the beginning of the January 9 meeting to be 
added back to the list of current members and eligible to vote at that meeting. Anyone 
who is not a current member by that date will be removed from the current SARA 
email list. We ended 2015 with 67 Regular and 14 Associate/Family Members for a 
total of 81 members.  

Current SARA Members  

Regular Members for 2016:  AD6QT, ADØCK, AEØSL, AGØH, KAØHYR, KAØOBI, 
KBØJER, KBØRGS, KC9GEJ, KCØOIO, KDØDEO, KDØEJJ, KDØIPI, KDØJTG, 
KDØLPY, KDØOTB, KDØPKY, KDØSVO, KDØVKB, KDØWGH, KEØAIF, KEØCPC, 
KEØGOM, KIØB, KØGCP, KØGW, KØHAS, KØNHI, KØSON, KSØJ, N5JLZ, N9JNQ, 
NØDRX, NØDXH, NØGRM, NØMR, NØODK, NØUHR, VE3MXJ, VE3XT, W9LHG, 
WAØKKE, WAØTDA, WB9OKQ, WB9RUK, WBØMOA, WBØPOQ, WDØAKZ, 
WN4GMT, WØDIK, WØELC, WØFL, WØGAF, WØOXB, WØTBC, & WØWTP 

Associate & Family Members for 2016:  KAØNKU, KB9WTB, KDØHRM, KDØHRN, 
KDØHTN, KEØN, W7HQQ & Mayor Rudy 

Thank you to all of the above, whom have submitted 2016 SARA dues in a timely 
manner. Also a special thank you to AGØH, KB9WTB, KCØOIO, KDØJTG, KEØAIF, 
KSØJ, NØUHR and WB9OKQ all of whom have also prepaid Regular Membership for 
2017. 

Our current membership is 56 Regular and 8 Associate/Family Members for a current 
total of 64 members. These numbers are very similar to the same date a year ago, 
when we had 55 Regular and 6 Associate/Family members for a total of 61. I antici-
pate about 10 of our former recently expired Regular Members will be renewing soon 
and we always have a few new Associate Members added in the spring following Sky-
Warn Training and our Technician Classes.   

Membership runs on a calendar basis from Jan. 1 through Dec. 31 and there is noth-
ing to be gained by waiting part way into the year to pay membership dues. Dues re-
main unchanged from last year and are $20 for Regular and $10 per person for Asso-
ciate or Family Membership. The only difference in the membership classes is: Regu-
lar Members have voting privileges and are eligible to hold a SARA office, while Asso-
ciate/Family Members do not have those privileges. Checks for membership dues 
should be made out to SARA and sent to the Treasurer, John Zuercher N5JLZ, 
935 Ferndale St. N., #209, Maplewood, MN 55119. Do not mail cash, but checks or 
cash may be given in person to John. 

Please let me know directly by phone, or the e-mail address below of any possible er-
rors in your membership status, as well as any changes in your license, address, 
phone, or email. 

73, 
Shel, NØDRX 
Trustee@radioham.org 
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Continued on next page 

Hamfests in 2016 

 

Winter is the quiet time for hamfests in and around Minnesota. There 
are only a few events that I read about until spring melts the snow 
and ice again. 

Here is the updated list of hamfests in or near Minnesota in the 
coming months. I've put in minimum data but given you a web link to 
search for more info. The hamfests on the bottom of the list have not 
been officially scheduled since their last date and will be updated as 
they draw near. 

Gas and travel is expensive these days. Get on the air and talk it up 
that you are going to a hamfest and try to get a group to ride along 
and share the gas expense. You'll save money on gas and avoid that 
long, lonely ride in the car! 

73, Doug Reed, NØNAS 

 

2016 Hamfest Calendar 
 

 St. Paul Radio Club auction, 
Jan 30, 2016     <www.stpaulradioclub.org/gpage.html>; 

 Cabin Fever Reliever, St. Cloud, MN 
Feb 13, 2016     <www.w0sv.org>; 

 Northland Antique Radio Club Workshop and outdoor mini-flea market, Pavek Mu-
seum 
Feb 21, 2016      <www.northlandantiqueradioclub.com>; 

 Eau Claire, WI - Annual Equipment Auction 
Mar 5, 2016     <www.ecarc.org>; 

 Midwinter Madness, Buffalo, MN 
Mar 12, 2016    <http://www.k0ltc.org/>; 

 Brainerd Area Hamfest, Brainerd, MN 
April 16, 2016    <http://brainerdham.org/>; 

 Duluth-Superior ARAC Hamfest, Superior, WI (first Saturday of May) 
May 7, 2016    <http://thearac.org/ann14.htm>; 

 Hamboree 2016 & ARRL Convention, Boone, Iowa 
May 14, 2016  <http://www.3900club.com/>; 

 RADIO DAZE 2016, St Louis Park, MN 
Vintage radio auction and swap meet (not a general hamfest) 
May 20-21, 2016 <http://www.northlandantiqueradioclub.com/>; 

 
 MAGIC Tailgater, Roseville, MN 

July 9, 2016    <http://www.magicrepeater.net/>; 

http://www.stpaulradioclub.org/gpage.html%3e
http://www.w0sv.org%3e
http://www.northlandantiqueradioclub.com%3e
http://www.ecarc.org%3e
http://www.k0ltc.org/%3e
http://brainerdham.org/%3e
http://thearac.org/ann14.htm%3e
http://www.3900club.com/%3e
http://www.northlandantiqueradioclub.com/%3e
http://www.magicrepeater.net/%3e
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With the Handihams 

Pat Tice, WAØTDA 

Maybe this one should be “Formerly With the  

Handihams” since I retired last month, but I’m going 

to hang in there as a Handiham supporter and  

volunteer, so from time to time I’ll share some 

thoughts with you.  

The first order of business is a big thank you to our 

wonderful equipment team at SARA for your help with 

the storage unit and assessment. Many hands do 

make light work - even when the work includes  

Astron linear power supplies. Thanks, everyone! 

As we look to 2016, I know SARA will have some exciting operating 

events on the calendar - things like Field Day, which provide opportunities 

to get and keep people on the air.  We’ll also sponsor our licensing  

classes and work hard to provide a good mix of interesting club programs.  

The Eyeball QSOs and on the air get-togethers will continue to keep us  

connected.  We’ll work together on projects, help our communities, and 

have fun in the process.   

SARA is a great club!  I thought about just how much we do right when I 

read a thoughtful essay by prolific social media poster, essayist, and  

podcaster Jeff Davis, KE9V.  I met Jeff at Dayton a couple years ago, but I 

knew him from his engaging writings and podcast stories long before that. 

In “Danger in Calm Seas”, Jeff concludes that “We don’t need more  

licensees. We need more active hams.” He sets forth some worrisome 

trends in Amateur Radio and considers what might need to be done.  And 

guess what? SARA does them!  Check out Jeff’s column here: 

http://ke9v.net/2015/12/30/danger-in-calm-seas/  

73, 

Pat, WAØTDA 

wa0tda@arrl.net  

PS:  Thanks to KE9V for permission to link.  

Power supply wrangler 

Keith, AGØH,  

http://ke9v.net/2015/12/30/danger-in-calm-seas/
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SARA Needs YOU! 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have  fun! 

www.radioham.org  

Up-coming SARA Meetings & Events 

 January 9: SARA Monthly Meeting - Boutwells Landing   

 February 13: SARA Monthly Meeting - Boutwells Landing   

 February 13-15: Ice Station WØJH Special Event - Lake Elmo  

 February 27: Skywarn Training - Stillwater Library 

 March 3: Technician Licensing Class - Stillwater Library 

 March 12: SARA Monthly Meeting - Boutwells Landing                                                   

2016 


