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WØJH 

Announcements 

 

 

  

     Signals from SARA 

SARA On the Air 
 

HF Phone Roundtables  
Daily except Tuesday & 
Thursday @ 20:00 Local: 
1.966 MHz  +/- QRM 
 

Monday @ 09:00 Local:   
3.856 MHz +/- QRM 
Tuesday @ 19:30 Local: 
3.816 MHz +/- QRM 
 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net 
Wednesday @ 21:00 Local: 
WØJH Repeater          
147.060

+
 MHz (Positive offset)  

114.8 Hz  TX tone (required) 
156.7 Hz  Receive tone 
 

BPSK31/BPSK63 Digital Net 
Sunday @ 19:00 Local: 
3581.15 MHz USB     
(500 - 1,000 Hz)  
Monitor Repeater for Assistance  

December 10 Meeting Program  
Ask/Stump Elmer! 
 

If you’re like most 
hams, somewhere 
along the line you’ve 
had trouble getting 
some things to work 
the way they should. 
Regardless of what 
you do or how you 
do it, you can’t make 
things right. As good 
problem-solvers 
(some may be better at creating problems!), we like to 
figure out and resolve issues by ourselves. But there are 
times when we’d like to throw in the towel and give up. 
Before calling it quits, we’ve turned to friends and Elmers 
for help. This is the basis for this month’s program. 
  

If you have questions, we have answers! 
 

At this month’s meeting, we’ll have an opportunity to ask 
questions and solve issues. Joe (KCØOIO), Bob 
(WØGAF) and Dave (WØOXB) have offered to moderate 
an interactive question and answer session. When it 
comes to solving problems, we’ve learned there’s more 
than one solution. Our problems are usually not unique - 
and others have been thru the same or similar issues. 
Hear how others have succeeded in “skinning the cat.” 
 

Bring questions or send to OXB Dave. (see page 6) 
 
One thing is certain; those who attend will learn a 
thing or two! 

Monthly Meeting  
December 10, 2016 

Meeting: 09:00 

Boutwells Landing  
Auditorium A (Gables Wing) 

 

Program:   
“Ask/Stump Elmer”  

Questions & Answers 
 

 Pre-meeting: ~07:30   
Breakfast & Coffee  
Perkins Restaurant 

 2050 Frontage Rd W  
Stillwater, MN 

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Kenny Handiham System 

 

December 
2016 

http://www.radioham.org/
http://www.boutwells.org/gpc.iml
http://www.handiham.org/drupal2/


2 

Nominations and Election 
 
 

The annual SARA election will be at the meeting on January14 with 4 of the officer 
and 1 director positions being up for election. The 4 officer terms are for 1 year and 
the Director position is a 2 year term. The second Director position currently held by 
Bob Jensen WØGAF, is not up for election until the following year. Only current 2017 
Regular Members have voting privileges, or are permitted to hold office.  

  

The incumbents for positions that are up for election are: 

President:  Joe Heitzinger KCØOIO 

Vice-President:  Keith Miller AGØH 

Secretary:  Steve Bonine KAØOBI 

Treasurer:  John Zuercher N5JLZ 

Director:  Peter Howard NØGRM 

Nominations for candidates for all of the above positions are open now and will also 
be solicited at the upcoming December 10 Monthly Meeting. The goal is to have a 
“real” election rather than a coronation, so if you are interested in being a candidate, 
or wish to nominate another club member, let me know or contact any of the current 
club officers. Contact info for all of the club officers is on the radioham.org website. 
 

Shel NØDRX 

trustee@radioham.org 

Token of Appreciation 

 
As we have done for the past few years, 
SARA recently donated 4 poinsettia plants 
to Boutwells Landing to be used as part of 
their seasonal decorations for enjoyment of 
their staff and residents. Boutwells Landing 
has accommodated SARA Monthly Meet-
ings as well as several of our VE Sessions 
for several years and they are very much 
appreciated. 

Shel NØDRX 

radioham.org
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VE Update 
 

To coincide with the recent conclusion of the free General classes offered 
by SARA, a VE Team consisting of NØUHR, NØDXH, AD6QT, WAØKKE, 
N5JLZ, KCØOIO, WØOXB, WØGAF, NØSBU and NØDRX, was held on 
November 10

th
. While we had hoped and planned for a larger number of 

examinees, all of the four who joined us were successful. Congratulations 
to Dan KEØIYF, Doug N9TOW, Rodney KEØJVI, and Tom KEØLCF on 
their new licenses. Dan came into the exam as a Tech and passed both 
the General and Extra exams. Doug and Rodney came in as Techs and 
passed their General exams. Tom had no prior exam and passed his Tech 
exam. 

 

John N5JLZ and George NØSBU were recent additions to our VE Team 
and participated in this exam session. Rich ADØSN and Dave N9JNQ 
have also recently been added and I anticipate a couple of more Extra 
Class licensees will be joining the team prior to our next Tech class. 

 

Shel NØDRX 

SARA Needs YOU! 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have fun! 

ww.radioham.org  
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From the Shack 

Notes from the President 

 

Greetings from my shack, de Joe KCØOIO. 

Here it is the end of November as I prepare my 

remarks. We’ve had thunderstorms today, 50 

degree temps, and I am sitting in a jobsite trailer at Phalen Park volunteering on be-

half of the St Paul Police Band at Holiday Lights in the Park as rain pounds on the 

roof. I think it may be a slow night… 

The month of December is filled with family and friends and holiday cheer. I hope you 

all have a very happy holiday season! What’s on your gift list? Anything for the shack? 

A new rig, another HT, some test equipment, or something for the workbench? 

There’s a couple of great podcast Wish List programs from the Ham Radio 360 and 

Workbench podcasts found at hamradio360.com. Check them out, they are both in-

formative and entertaining. 

Near as we can determine, the Stillwater Amateur Radio Association was formed in 

1992, making 2017 our 25th year. Your SARA Executive Board has already been dis-

cussing ways to mark this anniversary. The first event to mark our 25th year will be 

the Ice Station WØJH Special Event Station in February. Ideas being discussed in-

clude a family picnic at the end of Field Day in June, an Anniversary Banquet/social 

gathering, and more. Do you have an idea, let us know. 

I am pleased to announce the creation of the Joe Simonet WØTBC Founder’s Award 

by the Executive Board. This award will be given to a SARA member to recognize sig-

nificant time and energy contributed by that member to the success of SARA. Nomina-

tions for this award are to be made in writing and should detail the contributions of the 

nominee. Nominations will be reviewed and the recipient will be selected by a 3 per-

son group consisting of the President, Vice President, and Trustee of SARA.  

John Zuercher N5JLZ, Dave Glas WØOXB and I made a trip down to Elk Mound, WI a 

couple of weeks ago to purchase a cargo trailer for SARA. Thanks to the research of 

Dave Leikam KØAIF, we found very attractive pricing at Goodrich Trailer Sales. We 

chose a Haulmark 6’ wide x 12’ long x 6’6” high, single axle trailer and brought it back 

the same morning. The trailer features dual rear swinging doors and a curbside door. 

It has a v-nose and a 2900 lb load rating. The trailer is parked at Bill KDØOTB’s farm-

stead, many thanks to Bill for providing the space to park. This trailer will allow us to 

consolidate much of the Club gear that is at present scattered about with several 

members. The first step will be to design the upfit of the interior of the trailer. It is 

planned to include space in the front of the trailer so that an operating station can be 

Continued on next page 

hamradio360.com
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set up when the trailer is deployed. We’ll have space to store the shelters and screen 

tents, heaters, tables, cable, etc. Provisions for transporting the radio kits we’ve as-

sembled will be built out, but the radio gear will not be stored in the trailer, for obvious 

reasons. The trailer will make transport and deployment of equipment for events such 

as Field Day and the Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald much more practical. Look 

for the trailer upfit project this spring. 

SARA took on a rather ambitious project with the Handiham Equipment Liaison Pro-

ject. We have cleared out the former storage locker and liquidated a tremendous 

amount of radio gear as we have undertaken the sunsetting of the former Handihams’ 

Equipment Loan program. Some choice radio gear remains available including an 

Icom PS-1 amp, an Elecraft K3 (QRP), a Kenwood TS-570, a Yaesu FT-847 all-mode, 

a couple of Ten-Tec rigs, and other HF and handheld radios.  

SARA will continue to support the Handihams Remote Bases WØEQO and WØZSW. 

WØEQO is located at Camp Wilderness, a Boy Scout camp near Park Rapids, MN, 

and WØZSW is in Woodbury at present. SARA’s Board has approved the creation of 

a Remote Base Operations Team to manage the Remote Base Program. My thanks 

to Pat WAØTDA, Bill NØCIC, Henry KØHAS, Bill KDØOTB, Eliot KEØN, and Keith 

AGØH for their willingness to serve on this team. The future of the Handiham Remote 

Bases looks to be in a very capable hands with this team.      

Our December Meeting is Saturday, December 10 at 9:00 AM at Boutwells Landing, 

Auditorium A. Nominations of Officers for 2017 will be made at this meeting. I am will-

ing to continue as President for another term of the membership so desires. And I 

won’t complain about voter fraud, even if I should win. There are five positions open 

for election each year. Full details can be found elsewhere in this issue. Please con-

sider contributing to the continued success of SARA by serving as an officer of the 

club. 

The program for December is going to feature an “Ask/Stump An Elmer” roundtable 

discussion with questions and answers from the members. We will all be part of the 

panel asking questions and providing answers. Upcoming programs for 2017 will in-

clude the SARA White Elephant Exchange Party (SWEEP) in January, Digital Mobile 

Radio (DMR) with Trygve Svärd KDØPNQ in February, and Restoring Classic Radios 

with Randy Olson KDØVKB in March. 

Don’t forget the pre-meeting Breakfast will be at Perkins Restaurant 2050 W Frontage 

Rd (Hwy 36 & Washington) in Stillwater at 7:30 AM. I hope to see you there!  

 
73 es CUL 
de Joe, KCØOIO  
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Sign of The Times 
 

During a recent archaeological dig in the area sometimes referred to as my ham 
shack, I came upon a small scrap of paper with a note that was fitting for its time and 
still has meaning today. Mary NØDXH, snagged that old scrap note and proceeded 
to type and frame the attached notice. While the reference to Morse Code is no long-
er true, it was at the time I passed the 20wpm exam at the FCC office in St Paul, so it 
remained in Mary's recreation.  

Over time, the code requirements have changed. Beginning April 15, 2000 only a 
5wpm code exam was required, so it was possible to have an Extra Class license 
with a 5wpm code. The code exam requirement was totally dropped for all US ham 
licenses on February 23, 2007.  

I do believe in the old “use it, or lose it” phrase, as I would not be able to pass a 
5wpm code exam today. A somewhat similar case can be argued regarding our ham 
radio frequencies. If hams don't use them, at some point along the way we may lose 
them to some other radio service.  

Shel NØDRX 

Ask/Stump Elmer  
December 10 Questions & Answers Session 
 

A few questions already submitted: 
:: What is a Ground Loop? (If I have one, how can I get rid of it?) 
:: What are the advantages of using Ladderline vs. Coax? 
:: What is the proper way to adjust ALC? (How does ALC work?) 
:: What is meant by Split Operation? (When do I use it?) 
:: Where do I put an SWR meter? 
:: Why does the microphone occasionally burn my lip and finger? 
:: Which is better; an Automatic or Manual Antenna Tuner? 
:: How can I quickly program 20 memories into my new VHF/UHF HT?  
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Is Your Call on This List? 
 

AD6QT, ADØSN, AGØH, KAØNKU, KAØOBI, KAØPQW, KB9WTB, KC9GEJ, 
KCØOIO, KDØJTG, KDØLPY, KDØOOZ, KDØOPB, KDØPKY, KDØVKB, KDØWGH, 
KEØGOM, KEØIYF, KEØIYG, KEØIYN, KEØN, KIØB, KØAIF, KØGCP, KØHAS,   
KØNHI, KØSIK, KØSON, KSØJ, KT9C, N5JLZ, N9JNQ, N9TOW, NØCIC, NØCQ, 
NØDRX, NØDXH, NØMR, NØODK, NØSBU, NØUHR, NØYW, VE3MXJ, VE3XT, 
W9IMJ, WAØTDA, WB9OKQ, WBØMOA, WDØAKZ, WDØGUP, WØDIK, WØFL, 
WØGAF, WØOXB, WØWTP and Mayor Rudy.  

 

Everyone on the above list is a 2017 SARA Member and I thank you for your support 
and membership for the coming year. Of our above 56 members, 49 are Regular 
Members and 7 are Family or Associate Members. If you are not on the above list, the 
time to act is now! This list is current as of November 30, 2016. Anyone whom 
has not submitted dues for 2017, will be removed from the SARA Roster and email list 
by the end of January.   

 

SARA Memberships run on a calendar year from January 1 through December 31. 
With our last Regular Monthly Meeting coming up on Dec. 10, now is an ideal time to 
pay dues for the upcoming year. Election of Officers for 2017 is coming up on Jan. 14 
and only current Regular Members will have voting privileges. Dues for Regular Mem-
bership are $20 and Family or Associate dues are $10 per person. The difference be-
tween the membership classes is, that Regular Members have voting privileges and 
may hold a SARA office, while Family or Associate Members do not have those privi-
leges.  

 

Checks for dues should be made out to SARA and sent to the Treasurer, John 
Zuercher N5JLZ, 935 Ferndale St N, #209, Maplewood, MN 55119.  

Please do not mail cash; but checks or cash may be given to John at a meeting. 

 

Please let me know of any changes in your contact information, as well as license 
class and call sign changes, so I can update the roster. Also contact me directly with 
any questions or issues regarding membership status. While everyone is welcome to 
attend SARA meetings, only current members with valid contact information on file will 
be able to receive prompt email information regarding SARA events and activities.  

 

Shel NØDRX 

Trustee@radioham.org 
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WØJH “Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald”  
Split Rock Lighthouse Special Event - Recap 
 
This year’s big SARA event 
was the 12th consecutive year 
we’ve participated and marked 
the 41st anniversary of the 
sinking of the Edmund Fitzger-
ald. We had four event 
“Newbies” join us plus the infa-
mous/notorious “Manhattan 
Project” instigator! 
 

A big TNX to our event spon-
sor; Amateur Radio supplier 
Radio City, Inc. (aka “The 
Candy Store”). We made 726 
contacts (often called “Qs” 
when operating in Contest/
Special Event Mode) and over 200 stations so far have requested QSL certificates. 
Shel (NØDRX) has been reconciling and digesting the log data and it looks like the 
majority of contacts were on 20 meters, 17 meters, and 75 meters. No contacts were 
made on 15 meters. The 40m contacts were down this year.  
 
Those are pretty good numbers for operating only ~17 hours total and not all three sta-
tions operating full time. 
 
Two TS-590 HF Transceivers and MFJ manual antenna tuners connected to center-
fed Zepp (aka OXB Special

®
) antenna systems were used at the Trail Center. The digi-

tal station consisted of a battery powered IC-706MKIIG, LDG auto antenna tuner and a 
center-fed Zepp antenna system. 
 
As in recent past years, Dave (WØOXB) designed a unique QSL certificate from this 
year’s photos. Bob (WØGAF) created each individual certificate by using the program 
he developed. He merged Shel’s data with the certificate requests. Can you believe all 
requests were fulfilled less than three weeks following the event! 
 
If you made contact with us and would like a certificate; be sure to request one. Any-
one wishing a certificate but did NOT make contact with us, may request one. Send/or 
contact OXB Dave for one. (A complimentary QSL certificate is on the next page.) 
 
Keith (AGØH) has already posted a variety of photos on Flickr at:  
https://flic.kr/s/aHskoELL2C  
 
Reservations for the event have been made for Nov. 3 - 5, 2017. (Hey, you can’t start 
planning some things too early!) Maybe consider attending next year?!  

Continued on next page 

https://flic.kr/s/aHskoELL2C
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WØJH “Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald”   
Split Rock Lighthouse Special Event 
 

2016 QSL Certificate  
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Ice Station WØJH Special Event  
on Frozen Lake Elmo (Feb. 18-20)  
 

Event co-chairs Bob (WØGAF) and Dave (WØOXB) are coordinating the logistics in-
cluding, but not limited to, organizing shelter, power, food/drink, erecting antennas, 
hooking-up radio equipment and scheduling operators. We’ll be setting up and operat-
ing from a portable ice 
fishing, tent-type shelter 
with a portable heat-
er. The shelter will be lo-
cated on the east side of 
the lake.  A multi-band HF 
antenna (center-fed Zepp; 
surprise!) will be support-
ed by trees on the shore. 
The shelter and all gear 
will be taken down and 
stowed each evening fol-
lowing operation. The 
QTH of Dave (KEØAIF) 
begins at the shore, and 
continues on the other 
side of Lake Elmo Ave. N. He is offering free parking to the first three dozen cars. Dave 
also is hosting the very important critiquing/networking sessions and is planning QRO-
type bonfire after-hours gatherings.  
 
Unfortunately this event is not for everyone. There is no public access to this portion of 
the lake; our station will not be handicap-accessible (terrain to the lake is very steep). 
Mobile/portable station operation is permitted and encouraged from the parking area at 
AIF Dave’s QTH. 
 
Dates / Times / Schedule:   
February 18, 19, 20, 2017 (Presidents' Day weekend) 

Saturday, 2/18: 10:00 am Setup, Operating until ~4:00 pm 
Sunday, 2/19: 10:00 am – ~4:00 pm 
Monday, 2/20: 10:00 am – ~4:00 pm (~4:00 – 5:00 Dismantling) 
Frequencies: 3.860, 7.260, 14.260, 21.360, 28.360 MHz 

     ::  Tune +/– 20 KHz if QRM 
     ::  SSB mode; digital operation may be used by those interested 
 
QSL certificates will be available when requested via email address:   
IceStationW0JH2017@radioham.org 
 
Event announcement is already posted on the ARRL web site (Special Events) and will 
be published in the February issue of QST. 
 
If this sounds like your kinda fun – don’t wait; contact Bob or Dave and reserve 
your spot!  

2016 Radio Ops 
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Up-coming SARA Meetings & Events 

 Dec. 10: Monthly meeting; Boutwells Landing, Oak Park Heights 

 Jan. 14: Monthly meeting; Boutwells Landing, Oak Park Heights 

 Feb. 11: Monthly meeting; Boutwells Landing, Oak Park Heights 

 Feb. 18-20: Ice Station WØJH Special Event Station, Lake Elmo 

 Feb. 25: Skywarn Training; Stillwater Library 

 March 2: Technician Class & Extra Class Study Group Sessions 

Begin; Stillwater Library 

 March 11: Monthly meeting; Boutwells Landing, Oak Park Heights  

2016 

2017 

Seasons Greetings 

from the SARA 

Newsletter Staff 


