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WØJH 

Announcements 

 

 

  Signals from SARA 

SARA On the Air 
 

SARA Phone Roundtables  
Daily @ 20:00 Local      
(except Tuesday & Thursday): 
1.966 MHz LSB +/- QRM  
(alternate: 21.316 MHz USB) 
 

Monday @ 09:00 Local:   
3.856 MHz LSB +/- QRM  
 

Tuesday @ 19:00 Local: 
24.955 MHz USB +/- QRM  
 

Tuesday @  ~19:30 Local: 
(following 12m Roundtable) 
50.316 MHz USB +/- QRM  
 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net 
Wednesday @ 21:00 Local: 
WØJH Repeater          
147.060

+
 MHz (Positive offset)  

114.8 Hz  TX tone (required) 
156.7 Hz  Receive tone 
 

BPSK31/BPSK63 Digital Net 
Sunday @ 19:00 Local: 
3581.15 MHz USB     
(500 - 1,000 Hz)  
Monitor Repeater for Assistance  

Saturday, March 11  
Monthly Meeting 
Restoring Classic Radios 
Randy Olson (KDØVKB) 
 

Randy will share with us key things he’s 
learned about restoring classic radio gear. 
But besides learning restoration basics at 
Saturday’s meeting - you’ll hear about a 
few of the hints and tricks he’s discovered! 
 

It’s an understatement to say that Randy likes old, radios. 
He’s probably got a ton of them - literally! (They don’t call ‘em 
Boat Anchors for nothing.) Growing up in the small SD, ND 
and MN border town of White Rock, SD (hey, that place sure 
sounds familiar!); Randy was fascinated by radio since dis-
covering an outdated copy of The Boy’s First Book of Radio 
and Electronics when in the fourth grade. He figures that had 
much to do with his near obsession with radios of yesteryear. 
 

Life and career took priorities; but finally his radio passion pre-
vailed and he obtained his Technician license in 2013 and his 
Extra in 2016. 
 

Here’s a partial list of Randy’s vintage gear:  

 Johnson Viking Ranger  

 Johnson Viking Valiant 

 Hallicrafters SX-101A 

 National NC 88 – tied to Ranger with a Jones relay 

 Yaesu FRG-7 “Froggy” communications receiver 

 Yaesu FT101 early production with white power switches 

 Yaesu FT301 analog transceiver with matching power 
supply and antenna tuner 

 Yaesu FT-221R 2m CW/AM/SSB/FM transceiver   

 

Monthly Meeting:  
March 11, 2017 
Meeting: 09:00 

Boutwells Landing  
Auditorium A (Gables Wing) 

 
 
 

Program: Randy Olson 
(KDØVKB) - Restoring 
Classic Ham Radios 

 
 

 Pre-meeting:  
~07:30 - 08:45  

Breakfast & Coffee  
Perkins Restaurant 

 2050 Frontage Rd W  
Stillwater, MN 

Proud affiliate of the Courage Kenny Handiham System 

 

March 
2017 

http://www.radioham.org/
http://www.boutwells.org/gpc.iml
http://www.handiham.org/drupal2/
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VE Session Scheduled  
Thursday, April 27 

 
To coincide with the conclusion of the free SARA Technician classes and 
Extra study sessions, we have a VE Session scheduled for 6:00 pm on 
April 27 at Boutwells Landing.  

This testing session as well as others scheduled with the ARRL are listed 
on the arrl.org website. The achievement bar is set rather high, as we are 
hoping to have an exam session that will rival the success of the session 
that followed the Tech class last spring.  

The VE Team for April 27 will be set soon after the Tech classes begin. 
Contact Shel NØDRX, at Trustee@radioham.org with any questions      
relating to exam sessions. 

 

Technician License Class & Extra Study Group 
It’s NOT Too Late! 
 
Technician License classes are being held Thursdays (thru March and April) at the Stillwater 
Public Library (224 Third Street N.).  Class is 6:00 to 8:00 pm. If you have friends, relatives, 
neighbors or co-workers interested in becoming a ham, this is a perfect chance. 
 
If you have questions, call Bob (WØGAF): 612.802.2269  
 
Thinking about upgrading to Amateur Extra; consider joining our Extra Study Group. 
This is intended to be a self-led discussion group, with a participant serving as facilitator to 
guide the discussion topic each week. This will not be a classroom environment with a teacher 
out front, but rather a group of people talking through theories, concepts or discussing any 
questions that participants may have. Extra Class Licensees who wish to share in discussions 
based on their areas of expertise or experience are welcome to attend any sessions. The 
ARRL Extra Class License Manual is used for the class. 

mailto:Trustee@radioham.org
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From the Shack 
Notes from the President 

Greetings from my shack, de Joe 
KCØOIO. 
 
We’ve completed another successful 
Special Event Ice Station WØJH. The weather on Saturday and Sunday 
was unbelievable, and although rain and forecasted thunderstorms forced 
us onto shore for Monday, we had a great time logging nearly 670 con-
tacts. Many thanks to Dave KØAIF for hosting the Special Event at his 
Lake Elmo homestead, to Dave WØOXB for his tireless work to pull it all 
together, to Bob W0GAF for the aerial photos and processing the QSL 
certificates, and Shel for managing the QSL requests. And thanks to all 
the members who came out and operated over the weekend. 
 
The Skills Nights at our Thursday Eyeball QSO sessions have been well 
received. With the Spring Technician class and Extra Class Study Group 
in session for March and April, we’ll see what we can work in for a Skills 
Night. We will be setting up a Broadband HamNet mesh network at one of 
the upcoming Eyeball sessions. Thursday, May 18 will be the annual New 
Ham Night. We’ll be introducing the newly-licensed Technicians to various 
facets of our hobby that evening. The plan is to hold the event outdoors at 
Valley View Park in Oak Park Heights. More details next month.  
 
SARA’s Field Day operation will return to Autumn Hills Park on June 24 
and 25. The ARRL has released the 2017 Field Day Packet. There are no 
rule changes this year. Put it on your calendar now and come out for this 
annual event.  
 
Our Saturday, March 11 monthly meeting will feature a presentation on 
Restoring Classic Radios. Randy Olson KDØVKB has restored several 
classic radios and is going to share his experiences with us. Don’t forget 
the Pre-meeting Breakfast will be at Perkins Restaurant (2050 W Front-
age Rd - Hwy 36 & Washington) in Stillwater at 7:30 am. I hope to see 
you there! 
 
 
73 es CUL, 
de Joe (KCØOIO) 
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SARA History – Ice Station Events 
 
We have recently completed the fourth consecutive Ice Station Special Event, which 
prompted me to research SARA history for similar events. Most current club members 
are aware that our recent as well as 2016 Ice Station Events were on Lake Elmo, 
2015 was on Goose Lake and 2014 was on Hay Lake.  
 
While I knew of one other successful as well as at least one failed attempt to do a sim-
ilar event previously, began digging through old newsletters to document when they 
were. Beginning with the oldest records, I found a similar event that was going to be 
on 2/5/1994 on Big Marine Lake using the call of a ham from Forest Lake. He was not 
a club member and this was not a SARA event.  
 
The first SARA Ice Station event was on Lake Mille Lacs the end of January 2004. 
The second annual event was also going to be on Mille Lacs the end of January, but 
was canceled due to fire damage and injury to the owner of the fish house that was 
going to be used. There was a repeat of the event scheduled for late January 2006, 
but apparently was canceled due to poor ice conditions.   
 
Got a bit of a chuckle from an email received when I got home after leaving our event 
on Sunday. Was from a ham in NY, who had done a similar event on frozen Lake On-
ondaga in 2013. He suggested coordinating with other hams around the country to of-
fer a Worked All States Frozen Lakes Award. I had actually heard of that lake and 
when I looked it up to see where in NY it was located, I found it listed as perhaps the 
most polluted lake in America.   
 
Shel NØDRX 
Trustee@radioham.org 
 

 

 

 

Skywarn Class Success!  
 
The very first Skywarn class in the Twin Cities this year was 
sponsored by SARA and held Saturday, February 25. Lead 
organizer of the event, Bob (WØGAF), counted about 30 at-
tendees. Over the years, Skywarn has served well to spark 
interest in many to become Amateur Radio operators.  
 
Several have already have joined us in our Thursday evening 
Technician License Class.  
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Technician License Class & Extra Study Group 
It’s NOT Too Late! 
 
Technician License Class sessions are being held at 
the Stillwater Public Library (224 Third St. N.) Thursdays, 
6:00 - 8:00 pm.  
 
Anyone with friends or relatives interested in becoming a 
ham, invite them - it's a perfect chance!  
 
Questions, call Bob (WØGAF): 612.802.2269  
 
Thinking about upgrading to Amateur Extra; consider 
joining our Extra Study Group. This is intended to be a 
self-led discussion group, with a participant serving as 
facilitator to guide the discussion topic each week. This 
will not be a classroom environment with a teacher out front, but rather a group of people talk-
ing through theories, concepts or discussing any questions that participants may have. Extra 
Class Licensees who wish to share in discussions based on their areas of expertise or experi-
ence are welcome to attend any sessions. The ARRL Extra Class License Manual is used for 
the class. 
 
  
 
 

SARA Needs YOU! 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have fun! 

ww.radioham.org  
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Membership Roster & Email List 
  
Several previous monthly newsletters have listed members who had paid 2017 SARA 
dues and also notification that those not current would be removed from the roster 
and email list by the end of January. That process was completed and those who had 
expired memberships were sent an email notification using emails of record on the old 
roster at that time. A few have since paid 2017 dues and been added back to the 
membership roster and email list.  
 
:: Let me know directly of any changes in address, email, phone number, or  
license class, so that your roster info remains current.  
 
:: Also contact me with any questions regarding membership.  
 
SARA Memberships run on a calendar year from Jan. 1

 
through Dec. 31. Dues for 

Regular Membership are $20 and Family or Associate dues are $10 per person.  
 
Checks for dues should be made out to SARA and sent to the Treasurer, John 
Zuercher N5JLZ, 935 Ferndale St N, #209, Maplewood, MN 55119. Memberships 
for 2017 dues received at this point, will still expire on December 31, 2017 so nothing 
has been gained by submitting late payments. 
 
As of 2/27/2017, SARA has 78 members, of which 67 are Regular Members and 11 
are Associate or Family Members.  
 
TNX es 73, 
Shel NØDRX 
Trustee@radioham.org 
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Ice Station WØJH 2017 - Recap 

Operating from a frozen lake during Presidents’ Day weekend,  Feb. 18 - 20 was 
SARA's usual idea of winter fun!  
 
This was the fourth year in a row for this event and maybe an example of ham crazi-
ness ... or just the result of normal ham antics! Due to unseasonably warm wx, we on-
ly operated Feb. 18 and 19 from the lake. For safety, we operated Feb. 20 from a 
small storage shed on shore. 
                                                                                       
Using the club’s call, WØJH, 
two-person teams (operator 
and logger) operated from 
Lake Elmo, MN (Washington 
County; Grid Square EN34nx) 
from an 8’x8’ portable shelter 
on 15” of ice. (Location:      
~10 miles east of St. Paul) 
 
A 160-6m center-fed Zepp an-
tenna (253’ long, 45’ high) ran 
north and south in trees along 
the shore. About 75’ of 450Ω 
ladderline connected the an-
tenna to a 4:1 current balun, 
bringing coax into the shelter. 
A Kenwood TS-570D trans-
ceiver ran 100 watts thru a 
MFJ-962 antenna tuner to the 
antenna. A laptop was used for logging. Power for the transceiver and computer was 
available from 12 volt, deep-cycle, sealed lead/acid batteries. Heat was provided by a 
portable propane heater. Special TNX to Radio City (www.radioinc.com) for the loan 
of accessories!   
 
Our operating mode was SSB, primarily on 
20m and 40m. Propagation allowed for good 
contact throughout North America and sever-
al DX countries. While on the air for 3 days, 
~6 hours per day, we generated some huge 
pile-ups; with almost 700 contacts logged. 

    
 
      
     
  
       
         See more photos on following pages 

Some Ops (L to R): KCØOIO, NØODK, NØDRX, KDØIPI, 
KAØOBI, WØGAF, KEØIYN, KØAIF, WØOXB 

http://www.radioinc.com
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Helping Hands 

Hot Crossed      
Cinnamon Buns 

NO Mincing Words (C=πD) 

And He Cooks... 
Mincemeat 

Stake Her Well Joe 

Carpet Pad, Foam 
Insulation & Pallets    
(Dry Rigs & Feet) 

Newbie & Ole Salt 

Escape Pod Practice  

Ops in DX Mode 

Warm, Dry,     
Cozy Ops in 
Monday QTH  
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Balun to Ladderline 

CQ CQ CQ 

Red at Night ... Ops Delight! 

Connecting N5JLZ (WØJH) to 65’   
End-fed Wire Atop Windmill Tower 

Nothing Like a Piece of Mincemeat 
Pie to Warm Cockles of Your Heart 

Low-flying UFO 
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50 Over 
Patrick Tice, WAØTDA 

Somehow, while I wasn’t paying  

attention, 50 years have passed since 

I first received my Novice Amateur 

Radio license.  Where has the time 

gone?  How did all of those years slip 

by so quickly?  

Let’s sit back and think about this for 

a while.  

It was 1966.  Fresh from my high 

school graduation, the summer 

stretched before me in the way  

summers always did back then when 

we were young, and I was looking for 

something to do – some kind of  

challenge that a high school kid with 

a couple of part-time jobs could afford 

– something that I could do at home.  

College was on the horizon, but I had 

the summer.  I could work retail and 

mow lawns and still have time for 

something new.  In the mid-1960s 

dad had bought me a Knight-Kit Span 

Master AM broadcast/short-wave  

regenerative radio kit, and we  

assembled it together as a father-son project.  

That’s when I started to think about earning a ham radio license.  Now, before I get too 

far down memory lane, I want to assure you that this isn’t going to be about me. If you 

think someone who has been licensed as an Amateur Radio operator for a half century 

radio must be some kind of highly accomplished expert, you are going to be  

disappointed.  In fact, I really have a lot to learn, and am continually impressed by how 

much more other Amateur Radio operators know about operating and technology.  No, 

the real story that needs telling is about Amateur Radio itself.  It’s about a hobby – an 

avocation, really – that has grown with me over these years.  And my, how both of us 

have changed.  My ham radio friends have changed, too.  And the equipment – the 

technology – all of it is so very different and yet somehow at its core familiar in its  

purposeful function of communicating.  

Remember the Allied catalog and the  

Knight-Kit brand? 
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Back in the middle of the 20
th
 Century, short-wave radio was high technology, and 

owning a radio with a bandswitch that allowed you to go beyond the AM broadcast 

band was something for technically minded people who want to explore that extra 

spectrum that allowed really long distance reception.  In the early 1950’s our home 

had exactly one radio, and as luck would have it, that RCA table set had a short-wave 

band.  Dad had bought it along with a matching 45 RPM record changer – it was really 

pretty high tech for the day.  I remember snuggling into the big stuffed rocking chair 

next to the radio cabinet that Dad had built to place the radio and turntable at exactly 

the right place to be easy to use.  Dad had shown me how to listen to programs like 

Superman and the Lone Ranger on the AM broadcast band, but it would be years be-

fore I discovered that extra band -the short-wave band – and figured out that it needed 

an outside antenna to work.   

I’ll bet lots of you who were born in the middle of the 20
th
 Century can recall a time 

when the radio and the land line telephone were the only electronic communications 

devices in the house.  TV was available in large cities, but in what they now call 

“Greater Minnesota” where we lived it was a stretch to pick up TV signals from Minne-

apolis.  The radio was our entertainment and news source, perhaps with a daily news-

paper.  You learned to tune up and down the AM radio dial to find out what you could 

hear, and in the process you also learned that stations from hundreds of miles away 

could easily be heard in the evening, and if you were allowed to stay up late on week-

ends you could explore a broadcast band full of exciting new signals from stations 

across the continent.  You also got a lesson in seasonal signal propagation as summer 

absorption cut down the hours the band could “go long” at night, and thunderstorm 

static rattled the speaker.  Conversely, in the winter the thunderstorms subsided and 

the long, cold nights offered up excellent propagation that sometimes stretched over a 

thousand miles.   

Yes, I can see you nodding as you remember the AM broadcast band.  So by the time 

I – and you, if you are an old-timer – discovered the short-wave bands, we already had 

a working practical knowledge of HF communication.  What we learned by listening on 

the higher frequencies above the broadcast band was how the part of the spectrum we 

were using could affect what we would be able to hear and when we would hear it.  

SSB, single sideband modulation, was not in common use until the 1960’s, which 

meant that some of the signals we heard were AM ham radio transmissions.    

Listening to ham radio was a much different experience than AM broadcast.  Hams 

were talking about their station equipment, their antennas, radio propagation condi-

tions, and almost anything else.  They had callsigns and licenses.  If you were like me, 

and I’m sure you were, you wanted to find out more about Amateur Radio.  There 

might be a local ham radio club, but like as not you had a ham or two in your neighbor-

hood.  It didn’t take long to figure out a way to contact one of them – usually they had 

some kind of antenna that was obviously larger than a TV antenna.   
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My introduction to ham radio was via a local dentist, Charlie, K0KLY.  I had gone to 

high school with his son Steve.  I contacted Charlie about becoming a ham radio oper-

ator myself and he invited me to visit his ham shack.  Was I ever impressed!  I didn’t 

know all that much about radio equipment, but I could see that he had a pretty nice 

setup.  It was “Collins”, whatever that was!  He tuned around the band and found 

someone to talk with, and gave me the microphone to say hello.  Boy, was I hooked 

after that experience!   I learned about the Novice Class license and ordered a study 

guide from ARRL, which Charlie told me was the go-to organization for such things.  

Studying came easily to me because I was really motivated, and I quickly passed the 

exam, which included a 5 word per minute Morse code exam.   

Back then there was no internet and no 

such thing as practice exams.  The study 

guide explained the rules and regulations, 

the electrical theory, and some operating 

practices, but there was no Q and A sec-

tion.  In fact, there wasn’t any publicly 

available question pool at all!  You had to 

read a detailed text and figure out how to 

answer whatever questions they might 

make out of that.  You studied to really 

learn the material.  Once I passed the ex-

am, the volunteer examiner – usually your 

own mentor (or “Elmer” as we called them 

back then) – would send the results to the 

FCC and after what seemed like an eternal 

wait, a license with your new callsign 

would show up in the mail.  My test was in 

early 1967, and I checked the mailbox 

every day, and finally, there it was – that 

official letter from the Federal Communica-

tions Commission with my very own Ama-

teur Radio license and my first callsign: 

WNØTDA. 

 

Next time I’ll tell you what happened once I had that license in hand and how I felt 

when I knew the clock was running on the license term of one year.   

73 – Pat 

wa0tda@arrl.net  

mailto:wa0tda@arrl.net
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2017 

Up-coming Meetings & Events 

 March 11: Monthly meeting; Boutwells Landing, Oak Park Heights  

 April 8: Monthly meeting; Boutwells Landing, Oak Park Heights 

 April 27: VE Testing Session; Boutwells Landing, Oak Park 

Heights 

 May 13: Monthly meeting; Boutwells Landing, Oak Park Heights 

(Last monthly meeting before summer break!) 

 June 24-25:  ARRL Field Day, Autumn Hills Park, Oak Park Heights  

 

 

                :: Reminder: 
              Informal Eye Ball QSO Parties  
              Every Thursday; 6:00 - 8:00 pm 
              Stillwater Public Library, 224 3rd Street N. 
 


