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Announcements
Monthly Meeting:
March 10, 2018
Meeting: 09:00
Boutwells Landing
Auditorium A
Gables Wing

Program: Rev. Paul
Bittner (WØAIH) The
WI superstation!
Pre-meeting:

~07:30 - 08:45
Breakfast & Coffee
Perkins Restaurant
2050 Frontage Rd W
Stillwater, MN

The Stillwater Amateur Radio Association is
SARA On the Air
pleased to welcome Rev. Paul Bittner WØAIH as SARA Phone Roundtables
our guest speaker at our April 14 meeting. 1st
Daily @ 20:00 Local:
Tuesday & Thursday):
licensed in 1949, Paul now resides in Fall Creek, (except
1.966 MHz LSB +/- QRM
WI , where he maintains "The Farm", a contest
(alternate: 21.316 MHz USB)
station notable for the array of antennas visible
Monday @ 09:00 Local:
north of I-94 east of Eau Claire. Paul will be
3.856 MHz LSB +/- QRM
sharing his experiences in the hobby, the story
Tuesday @ 19:00 Local:
24.955 MHz USB +/- QRM
of the farm, and details about his latest addition
to the antenna farm: a 3-element 80-meter beam SARA Repeater Weekly Net
@ 21:00 Local:
atop a 140-ft tower! Sure to be entertaining pro- Wednesday
WØJH Repeater
gram, this is one you don't want to miss! That's
147.060+ MHz (Positive offset)
114.8 Hz TX tone (required)
Saturday April 14, 9:00 AM, at the Gables at
156.7 Hz Receive tone
Boutwells Landing in Oak Park Heights.
Proud affiliate of the Courage Kenny Handiham Program

Digital Net
Sunday @ 19:00 Local:
3.58415 MHz (500-1,000 Hz)
(mode announced Sunday via
email broadcast)

Can’t Find Us On the Air?
... Monitor SARA Repeater

Bandwidth from the President
Greetings from my shack, de Joe KCØOIO.
The Facebook Group page SARA - Stillwater
Amateur Radio Association is now our primary
social media presence. The prior Facebook
page is no longer active. Are you on Facebook?
Be sure to follow SARA – Stillwater Amateur Radio Association.
Find it here: https://www.facebook.com/groups/527705810939785/.
It’s still a closed group, but that may change. Check it out!
We’ll be doing Field Day from August Hills Park in Oak Park again this year. The
dates are June 23 and 24. We going to be planning SARA’s operation over the next
couple of months. We have a few ideas for operating stations, antenna locations,
and food plans. The SARA trailer will be there for the duration as well, with plans to
use it as a station for the event, probably the GOTA & VHF/UHF station. You can
get involved with planning, set-up, or operating or any combination.
Radios in the Park returns this summer. All this year’s sessions will take place at
Valley View Park in Oak Park Heights. This is a quiet and surprisingly spacious park
located just south of the edge of town and entering off Osgood Ave. The 1 st evening
is Thursday May 24 and will be our New Ham Night. Additional dates are June 14,
July 5, July 26, August 16, and September 6. An antenna challenge is planned for
July 26.
I announced the SARA International Grid Chase Challenge to members on March
25. Running concurrent with the ARRL International Grid Chase, the SARA IGC
Challenge will track the grid totals of SARA members and the top chasers from the
club in Phone, CW, and Digital Mode categories will be recognized with a handsome award in February 2019. Jim KDØIPI is tracking the member totals and will be
posting a monthly update in the newsletter. If you wish to participate in the SARA
IGC Challenge, let Jim know and he will let you know what info he will need from
you. Jim’s email is KD0IPI at arrl dot net.
FT-8 continues to be a hot topic, on the good side and the complaining side. I enjoy
the mode and have been making some astounding contacts (VK1, VK3, ZP5) on 30
– 40 – 80 and 160. I have seen several threads on the 070 Club (PSK31) reflector
decrying the popularity of FT-8 and the seeming disregard of the “band plan” and
resultant encroachment in the PSK sections of the bands. It’s quite comical at
times, many of those complaining about FT-8 spilling into PSK frequencies were
complaining not too long ago that “the bands are dead, no PSK signals to copy!” If
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there is one thing I have learned while using FT-8, there is always propagation to
somewhere and it’s always surprising to see the band openings that do happen.
Makes on wonder if the cry of “the bands are dead” is somewhat of self-fulfilling
prophecy?
The SARA HF Digital Net will end for the season on Sunday April 15. The final two
sessions will focus on the original digital mode, CW, and using CW with FLDigi to
copy and send Morse Code. Watch your email for details on frequencies and
speeds for these two special evenings. Use of FLDigi is not required for these evenings. So if you preferred operating mode is CW, join us those evenings for the
SARA HF Digital Net, CW Edition!
The April 14th meeting program is sure to be an entertaining one. Paul Bittner
WØAIH will be here to share his Amateur Radio story; the evolution of his contest
station (known as “the Farm”); and his newest antenna installation, a 3-element 80meter beam atop a 140-foot tower! Don’t forget the pre-meeting Breakfast will be at
Perkins Restaurant 2050 W Frontage Rd (Hwy 36 & Washington) in Stillwater at
7:30 AM. The breakfast gang hopes to see you there!
73 es CUL,
de Joe (KCØOIO)

VE Team Set
Have the VE Team consisting of: NØUHR, AD6QT, KØGW, KCØOIO, WØGAF,
N5JLZ, ADØSN, N9JNQ, KEØGOM, KØZZT and myself on the list to work the exam
session at Boutwells Landing on April 26th. Registration is scheduled to begin at
5:30pm and with exams starting at 6pm. I thank all the VEs who offered to work this
session, but limited to the above group, which I felt would be more than adequate for
this session. Have found having excess people milling about adds to the noise level
beyond the benefit of being overstaffed.
Shel NØDRX
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VE Session Scheduled
With the recently completed SARA sponsored Skywarn session and the free Technician classes now underway, we are looking forward to our next VE session. Our next
exam will be at Boutwells Landing on Thursday, April 26, with registration beginning at
5:30 pm with exams starting at 6:00 pm.
Is always a guessing game to try and anticipate how many examines to prepare for,
but how participation in the Technician classes holds up, will help to determine how
many VEs we will want to have. I really appreciate the 12 VEs, whom have offered to
work this session, but will likely not want to have that many for this exam session and
hopefully nobody feels offended if not selected. While we want to have enough
staffing to adequately cover the session, I strive to not have excess staffing as the
more people we have milling about in the hallway, the more unwanted noise that filters
into the exam room.
Shel, NØDRX

SARA Ice Station Wrap Up
All confirmation certificates for the 2018 Ice Station event have been sent. While going
through the confirmation requests and logs, I tried to keep an eye out for SARA members that showed up in the logs and added you to the list to receive a confirmation certificate even if you had not requested one. If you worked the event and did not receive
your certificate, let us know now before the old printing plates are melted down! Also if
you did not work the event and would like a non-confirmed version of the certificate,
let us know.
A few items for those interested in some of the details:
Due to band conditions and QRM, we left 20m more often this year during mid-day
and during those times we worked primarily 40m & 75m, prior to returning back
to 20m. As usual, we normally ended each days operation on 75m to work as
many of our closer stations as possible.
This year we made ~400 contacts vs ~680 last year.
This year we confirmed 33.8% of our contacts vs 33.5% last year.
During the 3 days of the event, our club call had 1450 look-ups on qrz.com.
The longest single QSO during the event was on 20m with a station in NV and lasted ~26 minutes. (Suspect we all have a guess as to whom that involved.)
Shel NØDRX
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BitX40 Challenge Update
It was a challenge but I finished wiring and mounting my BitX40 kit. The time arrived
to apply power and the kit came alive with a few beeps and whistles. The display lit up
but the frequency readout didn’t change as I moved the tuning control.
To make a long story short, I had replaced the supplied tuning potentiometer with a 10
turn pot. That pot was defective. When I put the original supplied pot in the circuit the
kit came alive and I was able to tune the 40 meter band.
I hooked up a dummy load and adjusted
the mic pre-amp and output power amp
for maximum power out. Power out
from the BitX was approximately 5
watts.
I then tuned up my outside antenna for
7200 KHz and hooked up the BitX40. It
was around 7:00 p.m. and several stations were received by the BitX with very
good clarity. I heard a station in London, Ontario who was calling CQ and
decided to give him a call. He answered
me quickly and at first gave me a 4-4
report. We talked for about 2 minutes
and then he reported I came up to a 5-3.
His station was approximately 600 miles away from me so I was pleased with both
reports.
So, what’s next? Well, there are several upgrades I want to do. The first will be to upgrade the software in the Raduino to a newer version that will allow me to work sideband and CW. Obviously, there are some hardware changes that have to be made.
When finished, the mod changes will allow split tuning with two VFO’s, fine tuning with
1hz precision, a CW spot function, and easier tuning with a 10 turn 100K pot.
I may not have all of the mods done by the time May rolls around but this kit has given
me quite a few hours of enjoyment already. (May will be the month we have the
BitX40 show and tell program for the Club.)
73, Keith - AGØH
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March 31 Grid Chase Stats
#1

2018
Grid Chase
as of March 31

Chaser

Grid Score

Mode

Total

Digital Phone CW

KCØOIO

Joe

□

575

575

0

0

KDØIPI

Jim

□

25

0

25

0

KEØIYN

Collin

40

20

20

0

KEØLMX

Tim

63

63

0

0

KEØMUW Joe

□

8

8

0

0

KEØN

Eliot

□

632

606

0

26

N9JNQ

Dave

182

148

17

17

NØCQ

Ken

370

370

0

0

VE3MXJ

Brad

156

0

156

0

WBØMOA Gary

73

0

73

0

WØFL

312

312

0

0

Brian

□

See a mistake, want to join the fun, let me know: KD0IPI@ARRL.net

OK SARA. Our club grid chase is underway. We have 11 participants.
Here are the results for the first quarter of the year. Eliot KE0N is setting
the mark in Digital and CW. Brad VE3MXJ is doing awesome on side
band. Grid Score is the sum of all grid squares contacted and confirmed
on Logbook of the World for each operating mode, each month. In other
words, if you contact hams in January, in a grid square using SSB, CW
and digital modes, you get 3 points. In each month thereafter, you get
new points for contacts in a grid square that was contacted in previous
months. If you want to join the fun, just start logging on LotW and let me
know so I can add you to our stats.
Have fun and 73! Jim KD0IPI
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The State of the Art:
Spring (?) Update
Patrick Tice, wa0tda@arrl.net
Boy, oh boy – If this isn’t the
least spring-like spring in a long
time, I must be dreaming. Last
weekend I saw in the Paul
Douglas weather column in the
Strib that he might have to go
into the Federal Witness Protection
Program after all his grim WX forecasts.

The WAØTDA backyard antenna farm
still looking like Siberia on April 9.

Endless winter notwithstanding, the May QST is out with several articles of interest to
those of us who are interested in playing with antenna designs. You could start out
with the W6NBC article on page 30, “Printed Circuit Board Antenna Traps for HF”,
which describes a creative way to make traps on lightweight PCB material. Page 38
has “Build a 2-Meter Quadrifilar Helix Antenna” by N7LRY. 160 meter operation is
always a challenge for us city-lot ops, so on page 43 take a look at “The Super Slinky
Inverted-L Antenna for Top Band” by K1BUK. (No, it doesn’t use the venerable toy
slinky – this is a giant coil!) For a stealth antenna (flagpole style) that can handle legal
limit power and – get this – doesn’t need a tuner, you’ll want to flip to page 46 and look
at “A Motorized Inverted-L Antenna for 80 – 10 Meters” by W1EJM.
While we’re waiting for the snow to melt and the yard to dry out so that we can tackle
antenna projects, we might as well turn to page 74 and read Rick Lindquist’s
(WW1ME) column explaining “A Value-Added Technician License”. Last month I
wrote in support of the ARRL petition for an FCC Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(NPRM) that would expend Technician Class HF privileges. In his article, Rick makes
the case that this change would be a public benefit, and does so with a careful
explanation of the thinking behind the ARRL Board’s Entry Level Licensing Committee
proposal. The article includes a graphic that shows the changes in the same style as
the popular ARRL Frequency Chart. ARRL CEO Barry Shelly, N1VXY, also dedicates
his “Second Century” column to the topic.
Finally, on page 129 we find a special advertising section, “HAMVENTION® 2018 &
ARRL EXPO May 18, 19, & 20”. I don’t know about you, but I always like paging
through the QST ads. I find stuff there I never knew I needed.
73,
Pat
wa0tda@arrl.net
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Gear for Sale


Yaesu FT-101-EE $100 or best offer
Currently powered from 120 VAC
Includes Mic, Mobile Power Connector & Manual



Yaesu VX-7R $250
Triple Band Heavy Duty Submersible Transceiver
Includes Charger, Two Batteries, Car Charger, 8” & 16” Antennas



Heathkit Model HD-1410 Electronic Paddle Keyer $25 or best offer

Greg (KDØEAP), jjgaschroeder@gmail.com, 651-490-0757
***


Yaesu FT-840 $200
160-10m, 100 watt HF Transceiver - Includes Hand Mic, Power Cable,
Mobile Mounting Bracket & Manual (on Flash Drive). Works Great &
Excellent Size for Portable or Back-up Operation!

Dan (KC9GEJ), danandnolaw@gmail.com, 651-335-1023
***


Rockwell Collins KWM-380 (price reduced to $2,000)
Serial #584 with 1.7 kHz, 2.1 kHz & 360 Hz filters. Collectible CCA
good to very good condition. Power out in excess of 110 watts, 1.8
MHz continuous to 30 MHz into 50Ω load.

Shel (NØDRX), n0drx@hotmail.com

SARA Sunday HF Digi Net
The Digi Net is at 7:00 pm Central Time Sundays. It runs ~45 minutes and ends in
time to QSY to the Top Band (160m Round Robin Rag Chew: 1.966 MHz +/- QRM).
Join us for this enjoyable digital modes net on 3.584.15 MHz (centered between 5001000 Hz on the waterfall).
A reminder is usually sent via email sometime Sunday that includes the mode and
frequency for that evening’s session.
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ARES Nets
Please post this by your radio and/or kitchen table and try to
check in once or twice per month and enjoy the topic. John
(KAØHYR) has the schedule for NCS and topics laid out for the
year; he has left several open for “any available NCS”, so contact
John jeregan3@gmail.com and get some practice as a Net Control Station. This is the most valuable ham position at a real disaster activation, so get
your skills up now while practice time is available; The script for the NCS is also available. You will be surprised at how quickly your skills rise to the top or are renewed and
it becomes second nature.
Washington County ARES (WASHCOARES)
3rd Wednesday of each month; 6:30 PM; 146.985HF Nets in MN (some ARES, some Section nets, some club nets):
:: SARA FLDigi Digital Net: 7 PM Sunday; 3.584.15 MHz
:: ARRL MN Phone Net; 12 noon, 5:30 PM Daily; 3.860 MHz
:: ARRL MN Section (CW) Net; 6:30 PM, 9:50 PM Daily; 3.568 MHz
:: MN ARES FLDigi Digital Net: Thursday, 8 PM, 3.583.5 MHz USB, Olivia 8-500
HF Nets with Neighboring States:
:: North Dakota: 6:30 PM Daily; 3.937 MHz
:: South Dakota: 6 PM Daily; 3.870 MHz
:: Wisconsin: 5:30 PM Daily, 3.985 MHz
:: Iowa: 12:30 PM, 5:30 PM Daily, 3.970 MHz
:: Michigan Digital Traffic Net (MIDTN), Thur. 7 PM, 3.583.50 kHz, USB, Olivia 8-500 .
VHF Digital Nets:
:: SEMARC FL Digi Net: Every Wed. Sept.-May; Voice check In 146.985;
digital check-in 144.950
:: Scott County ARES Net, Monday, 7 PM; 147.165R; also 146.535 S
TNX es 73,
John (KAØHYR)
Washington County EC
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Upcoming Meetings & Events


April 14: Monthly meeting; Boutwells Landing, Oak Park Heights



April 26: VE Exam Session; Boutwells Landing, Oak Park
Heights



May 12: Monthly meeting; Boutwells Landing, Oak Park Heights



May 24: New Ham Night; Valley View Park, Oak Park Heights



June 14: Radios in the Park; Valley View Park, Oak Park Heights



June 23 & 24: ARRL Field Day; Autumn Hills Park, Oak Park
Heights
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SARA Needs YOU!
Get involved ...
Make a difference ...
Have fun!
ww.radioham.org
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